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EDITORIAL

As we present this edition of our college journal, we are thrilled to
offer a diverse collection of research articles, reflecting the depth and variety
of academic work taking place within our institution. Unlike previous editions,
this journal does not adhere to a singular theme, symbolizing the rich
academic diversity of our contributors. We are proud to showcase these
articles, which span a wide range of topics and disciplines, in both English
and Malayalam.

We begin with an article that explores the ‘Historical Roots of the
Kerala Model of Development’ by Dr. K. GopalanKutty, which delves
into how Kerala achieved remarkable social development without economic
prosperity, a model that continues to intrigue social scientists worldwide.
Following this, Sunny M Kapikkad, a renowned writer and social activist,
offers an insightful analysis of the ‘Vaikom Struggle’ and its historical
significance through the contributions of Thanthai Periyar’.

Shifting to the realm of temple history, Akshara and P S
Manojkumar present a study on the ‘Property, Management and
Affiliations: Temple Lands in the Princely State of Cochin in the
19th century’, focusing on the economic reforms brought in by
ShaktanThampuran and Col. Munroe. In the context of modern education,
Dr.Mallika M G examines the ‘Social Exclusion in the Era of Education
Technology in India’, exploring the digital divide and offering policy
recommendations to address inequalities.

The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic is reflected in two studies:
Dr. Suresh Babu PA’s '‘Disproportionate Burden of a Pandemic: A
Gender Disaggregated Enquiry’, which highlights the disproportionate
effect on women, and Dr.Kabeer K.T.'s exploration of the ‘Job and Health
Status of Internal Migrants in Kerala During COVID-19’, shedding
light on the vulnerabilities of migrant workers in the state.

In healthcare, Geetha C. provides an insightful look into the evolution
of healthcare systems from asylums to modern medical care in her study
titled *A Study on Care and Cure’. Meanwhile, Dr. Priya Pilicode presents
an intriguing case study on ‘Gandhian Constructive Programme and
the Making of a ‘New India’, focusing on Swami AnandaThirtha’s
contributions to nation-building.



Editorial

Adding to the richness of this edition, Chinju M. offers a unique
perspective on ‘Deciphering the Wayanad Culture’,analyzing the
complex relationship between migration and the biosphere.Sahira M. K.
takes us further back in time with her article on ‘Kerala Inscriptions and
Issues in Their Decipherment’, emphasizing the challenges in
understanding Kerala’s epigraphic history. Sruthi S. brings attention to
local political movements with her case study titled *Political Movements
and Social Change: A Case Study of Kurumbranad Taluk’, offering
insights into how grassroots movements have shaped social change.

K.T. Kunhikannan, Director of KeluEttan Study and Research Centre,
Kozhikode, presents a thought-provoking piece in Malayalam titled
‘PashurakshaRashtriyathinte Charithravum Pratyayashastravum’,
which critically examines the history and politics behind the rise of cow
protection movements and associated violence in contemporary India.

Following this, Ravi K.P. delves into the discourse surrounding Dalit
literature with his work *Dalit Sahithya Vyavaharam’, which addresses
the complexities and significant contributions of Dalit authors in shaping
literary traditions.

Finally, Soniya E. Pa offers a detailed exploration of women'’s labor
and advancements in her article ‘Thozhilum Stree Munnettangalum’,
shedding light on gendered labor dynamics and the progress of women in
the workforce.

We hope this edition encourages you to reflect on the vast range of
academic inquiry presented here. Each article, though unique in its focus,
represents the collective pursuit of knowledge and understanding. Whether
in English or Malayalam, each piece offers something valuable to our readers,
and we are confident you will find much to ponder within these pages.

Calicut Priya Pilicode
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Historical Roots of the

Kerala Model of Development

Dr. K GopalanKutty
Professor (Retd.)
Dept. of History, University of Calicut

Kerala has attracted the attention of social scientists world-wide for
its high living standards without attaining economic prosperity. This has
been called the ‘Kerala Model’ of development. This is not a political
statement: nor it is a self engratulatoryclaim. Some Development experts
have, however, voiced their disagreement with the use of the term ‘model’.
Some others are happy with the term ‘development experience’. Without
raising a semantic debate over the term or to see whether it is a discriminating
description or a normative comment, it has to be made clear that the term
model is used here in a general sense as a representation of reality. It is not
a model in the sense of it being something which has been visualised,
planned and development. It is also doubt full whether it is a model for
others, in the sense of its capacity for replication elsewhere. So, the term
is not used here to assed its potentiality for emulation. The sustainability
of the ‘model’ is also under threat — from within and without. if many things
are left unsaid and many questions left unanswered, our only defence is
that one should not expect a ‘model’ to explain everything.

It is widely accepted that due to economic progress and
industrialisation, the per capita income of a country increased and as a
result, the standard of living of the people also increases. Improvement in
the living standard of the people, can thus come about only through rapid
industrialisation and economic progress. It is this assumption that Kerala
has proved wrong Kerala’s Per capita income is lower than the all-India
average, which itself is not very high. The kind of industrialisation and
agricultural development that states like Haryana and Punjab witnessed
has not taken place in Kerala. But Kerala’s Indicators of social development,
high literacy especially female literacy, low rate of infant mortality, low rate
of population growth, greater life expectancy and so on are remarkable
and comparable to many of the developed nations. (Statistical details are
not provided for greater readability).



Historical Roots of the Kerala Model of Development

The basic question that has to be raised is: How deep Kerala achieve
indicators of social development that are comparable to those of the so
called first world country? The fact that Kerala has been transformed from
a poor state burdened with caste conflict, poverty and deprivation into a
social democratic state with indicators of social development comparable
to the first world countries has been accepted by the all. To some Kerala is
a paradox and an enigma. At the outset we have to make it clear that it is
not an enigma or puzzle but one which could be explained.As this
achievement has great significance we should look at the problem positively.

Kerala occupies only 1.18% of total land area of India. Its population
only 4% of India’s total population. Its population distribution according to
religion with 57% Hindus 23% Muslims 19.5% Christians and the rest Jains,
Buddhists, Zoroastrians, Animist and even a handful of Sens, make it one
of the most religiously diverse in the world. Such socio geographical profile
some scholars have argued is not conducive for rapid economic growth. We
argue in this paper that Kerala’s achievement has to been understood
historically.

Kerala was marked by extreme caste rigidities in the ‘pre modern’
period this so cold lower cast were denied access to public road and ponds.
There were to change due to several developments the details of which
need not be presented here. Sufficient to say that they were not the gift of
enlightened rulers or liberal minded of colonial masters. The second half of
the 19% century witnessed several contestations and popular protest leading
to governmental interventions such intervention in turn set a process of
transformation.

To initiate a discussion we set a part the’ Kerala Model’ thus: it is
characterised by

1. A high material quality of life indicators, coinciding with low per
capita income

2. A set of wealth and resources re distribution programmes and

3. High level of political participation and social activism.

Such achievements are the result of major political, social and
economic transmission which have rule in Kerala history. Some of the digits
of these achievements are

a. Enhanced social conditions, especially alleviation of poverty and
deprivation and

b. Reduction in both spatial and gender gap that is between rural
and urban areas, between males and females.

Two more points have to be made.Kerala’s achievements are her
‘own’ in the sense that it was made without outside help and secondly it
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was not based on the mobilization of foreign capital within an authoritarian
frame work. It is also not based on any model of either development or
modernisation be it in the erst while Soviet Union, people republic of China,
Cuba or Costa Rica. It is in this sense, its own.

Historically Kerala has been exposed to trade due, in part,to the
commercial nature of its agricultural crops. This necessitated some
knowledge of arithmetic, accountancy and logic literacy. Portuguese sources
inform is that the Samoothiri had scribes who took down the transaction
that went on between visitors, foreigner indigenous and the Samoothiri.
Such practices presuppose a pre-colonial literacy which however cannot be
quantified. During the colonial period Travancore was opened for investment
in plantations. The penetration of colonial capital was followed by state
investment. This was partly facilitated by the centralisation process initiated
by Marthanda Varma. State investment took place in transport, market
networks and communication. Such developments of infrastructural facilities
lead to the extension of area under rise cultivation. The pandarampattam
proclamation of 1865 granted ownership right to small cultivators. Land
revenue system developed. For handling such and other administrative
affairs, a bureaucracy was required. Opportunities for the educated,
especially in the form of sarkar jobs, increased. Social reform movement
which emerged in the second half of the 19% century have to be viewed in
this back ground

Social reform in Kerala, generally had two aspects one internal and
other external. Internally the reformers ought to change some of the
practices which were seen as out dated and hampering the development of
a social group. Externally the reformers protect against social exclusions
and practices which favoured some social groups, even effort aimed at
internal reform like the wearing of cloth lead to tension as they were
perceived as symbols of operation by those who weredenied it by conventions
and as a threat to the status quo by those who had such a right.Effort to
heavy tax on women who wore cloths covering their upper body
wereresisted. Public demands were raised as part of social reform. The
success of the protest movements leads to a rupture of traditional ties and
social structure. Access to public roads and ponds and educational institutions
for all were secured and this in turn lead to no discriminatory practices and
greater equality in religions and social life.

All the reform leaders recognized the value of education and promoted
it. They sought to remove the impediments in the universalization of
education. Oppression by conservatives to the granting of education to
lower caste people and to gives were squarely faced. Ayyankali organised

Government Arts & Science College - Research Journal = 9
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one of the first strike action of agricultural labourers in 1914 when his
attempt to get a Dalit girl admitted to a government school in
Ooruttambalam(NeyyatinkaraThaluk) led to violent classes and burning of
the school. When the strike paralysed agricultural work, the government
was forced to intervene: Three features mark this historic event:

a. Demand for education without discrimination (which later become
a right to education)

b. Protest against caste and gender-based discrimination and

c. Elements of class struggle.

SreeNarayana Guru, one of the greatest social reformers of modern
Kerala, prescribed education and industry to his followers. At the first meeting
of SNDP Yogam, Dr.Palpu stated that “in our country there must be no man
or women without primary education” as without it there would be no
permanent civilised prosperity. What does education do? In answer Amartya
Sen list four things:

1. It makes people better informed, more skilled and more enlightened

2. It expands economic opportunities

3. It influences the power balance in society and

4. The changes in power balanceleads to other indirect effects like
women empowerment, greater access to health by less privileged people
etc.

This Emphasis on women'’s education facilitated later movements
for mass literacy. The old wisdom that ‘literate women have literate children’
can be referred to in this context.

Political organisations have also played a not so insignificant role in
spreading literacy. Reading rooms were opened both in towns and rural
areas. They were opened first by nationalists (ten named after nationalist
leaders) and later by socialist and communists. Some were for labourers as
the name ThozhilalyVayanasala opened in Chochi in 1934 denotes. Night
classes were held in reading rooms for the labouring classes where people
ingregated and discussed on a variety of subjects. The reading rooms also
provided venue for the meetings of congress and later communist
organisations and primary school teachers, workers and peasants in their
effort at unionisation. Summer schools and other programmes of political
education led to increase in literacy, greater political awareness and through
them to greater political activism by the people. It also led to the
democratization of the society.

The second half of the19™ century also witnessed social and political
mobilization and people intervention in public affairs. The Malayali Memorial
of 1891 and the Ezhava Memorial of 1896 were efforts to ensure jobs for
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the 'sons of the soil’ and to gain social justice. Such efforts had a deep
impact on the society. In the 1890's a memorandum was submitted to the
Queen Mother on the deplorable state of health and hygiene and the
disabilities suffered by women. As a result, a hospital for women was set
up in Thiruvananthapuram. Later a woman student was provided with a
scholarship to study abroad and on her return, a maternity ward was added
to the hospital and she was put in charge of it. Gilbert Slater, the first
Professor of Economics at the university of Madras wrote that in the Maharaja
College, Thiruvananthapuram (new women’s college) women students
formed one fifth of the total strength in the 1920’s and that Nair and Syrian
Christian girls formed a sizable number of students in Stella Maris College
and Madras Christian College. The educated women in Travancore formed
their own association, The Lady Graduate Association and in 1927 pressurised
the government to end unemployment among well qualified women.
Demands for job reservation for women were made.

Kerala’s achievement in family planning have been spectacular This
too had its historical roots. A demand for family planning arose in Travancore
in 1915 and a memorandum was submitted. In Malabar, a similar demand
was made, a little later. The District Board in 1934 demanded that money
be set a part for family planning campaigns. Again in 1938, the demand
was reiterated, but C. Rajagopalachari, the then Chief Minister of Madras
State, rejected the appeal, saying that it was a wasteful expenditure.
However, the perspective guiding the people were different. The District
Boards, under leftist control, were concerned about the health of the women
labourers and wanted family planning measures be initiated for ensuring
better health for women labourers. The resolution passed in the meeting
specifically mentioned this.

Mention has already been made of social reform movement striving
to abolish disabilities and to provide social justice. Public action led to
State intervention through social legislation, leading to alterations in
inheritance rights, marriage laws and rules of family organisation. By
abolishing age old practices and altering traditional power structures such
measures made the ground fertile for the emergence of radical politics.

Transformation of pre capitalist relations of production and land
landlordism released people from social and cultural bondage. Land
legislation played a crucial role in this transformation. The transformation
of agrarian relations could be regarded as a foundational feature of the
Kerala Model, it would be a mistake to treat land legislation as gift of
enlightened and liberal rules. Efforts to gain security of tenure began,
especially in Malabar, in the closing decades of the 19™century. A detailed
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history of agrarian legislation need not be given. What is important is the
public debate about the need for reform and the mobilization efforts to
secure it. The Malabar Tenancy Act of 1929 was a result of such mobilization,
ably supported by nationalist periodicals and organisations. The appointment
of a tenancy Committee in 1939 was in response to large scale mobilization
of peasants. Apart from pressurising the government to enact land
legislation, there were ‘direct action’ by the peasants which did not seek
judicial or State intervention. The stopping of age-old feudal levies called
‘Akramapirivukal’ was one such. Peasant mobilisation did not stop with the
attainment of independence but continued after. In the 1950 ‘s and60’, land
legislation granted security of tenure to tenants, cancelled arrears of rent
and vested the rights of the land lords with the government. Secondly it
granted homesteads (Kudikidappu) to the rural poor by giving ownership
right to occupants. Thirdly it limited land ownership and distributed surplus
land to the landless. Land legislation thus ended the Janmy system, gave
protectionto tenants, provided homesteads to thousands of landless peasants
and reduced concentration of landholding. Such measures went a long
way in poverty alleviation. All these in turn greatly contributed to the
determination of the Kerala Model.

My intention in presenting my views are not motivated by any
romanticised notion of the past to say, as one of the character of a popular
novel ‘my granddad had an elephant’Not at all. I only wanted to point out
that many of the achievement of Kerala about which we are justifiably
proud of, have their roots in the past and that it was public action which led
to legislation and social transformation. The ideas of reform were raised
through various organisation of a cultural, social and political kind, through
State Council and Popular Assembly through they were not constituted on
the basis of adult franchise and had limited legislative powers and through
pamphlets and columns of newspapers and periodicals. To these could be
added public meetings, demonstrations,strikes and such agitations which
were ‘propaganda through action’. These continued after India attained
independence. Any discussion of the Kerala Model, I would submit, should
take these into consideration. It could also be noted that certain
marginalised groups like the fisher folk and the indigenous people (Adivasis)
who were not effectively mobilized in the pre independence period were
not beneficiaries of the Kerala Model and their problems were not adequately
addressed even after the formation of the Kerala State.

I should also make it clear that by public I do not mean an
undifferentiated whole or a homogenous group. I would argue that
cohesiveness of such ‘public’ was made possible through an ideology, be it
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national, socialist or communist. For reasons of time and space I do not
wish to elaborate on the ideological moorings of public action.

Though Kerala Model took its final shape in the 1950’s and 60's I
have not touched on the mobilization efforts either by the state or by
political and socio- cultural organisations in the post-independence period.
Nor have I raised questions regarding the replicability and more importantly,
the sustainability of the model.These require separate papers. Globalization,
liberalisation, economic stagnancy and neo liberal policies are posing threats
to the Kerala Model. I would end my paper by nothing that the transformation
of the society through public action, a salient feature of the Kerala Model, is
still relevant.
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Vaikom Struggle:

Historical Significance of Thanthai Periyar
Sunny M Kapikkad
Writer and Social Activist

On the banks of Vembanad Lake, Vaikom is a small town in Kerala. It
is situated on the north of the old princely state of Travancore and 20
kmsSouth to today’s Kochi City.It is with the bahujan protest of 1924-25,
which lasted for more than one and the half years that Vaikom, came to all
India’s attention. This protest was by Ezhavas (OBC) and Pulayas (SC) of
Vaikom and its suburbs and by leaders of national and social reform
movements. The demand of this protest wasfor people of all communities
to walk freely through the path around Vaikom Shiva temple. The road
outside the temple wall was under the public works department, still a
board stating no entry for untouchables was placed at the road itself. The
protest at Vaikom was against this.

This struggle in Vaikom for the right to walk has a long history to
narrate. In that most important one is Dalavaakkulam incident, which
happened in 1806.Then about 200s of Ezhava youth attempted to walk
through public roads and enter temple, they were attacked by Travancore’s
cavalry. Many were killed and their dead bodies werecremated in a pond
near the eastern entry of Vaikom Shiva temple. As a consequence,Ezhavas
were massively attacked and many families had to flee. This massacre and
genocide of Ezhavas is known in Kerala history asDalavaakkulam incident.

Before the beginning of Vaikom Satyagraha in 1924, the Ezhavas
and Pulayas who were natives of Vaikom planned another struggle. They
collectively decided to enter the forbidden public roads of Vaikom as a
procession on March 1st 1924. It is when the preparation for this procession
was going on, that some leaders of State Congress interfered. They
abandoned this organised movement and instead began individualistic
Satyagraha under the instruction of Gandhi. Without any reasons these
satyagrahis were severely attacked by savarna caste Hindus. Gandhi was
anxious not about the attacks but about self-control of Satyagrahis. The
position of Gandhi was to stop Satyagraha if they cannot refrain from
responding to any such violent attacks. So, from historical records without
any doubt it can be clearly stated that Vaikom Satyagraha was not a naturally
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occurred one but established through the interference of State Congress in
the organised struggle of native avarnas, with the benedictions of Gandhi.

Gandhi was so irrefutable and unquestionable that all oppositions
and differences of opinion became insignificant. When Vaikom Satyagraha
started people of different castes and religions became part of it. Vaikom
Satyagraha is the only struggle in which Sree Narayana Guru, one of the
chief architects of Kerala renaissance, was directly involved. His monastery
was used by satyagrahis as their office. It is there the Akali dals from
Punjab opened their free mess. People like George Joseph, Sebastian,
Matthew Kuruvila was directly part of Satyagraha. SwamySragthanatha,
the leader of Arya Samaj camped at Vaikom and became part of the struggle.
Under the leadership of Janab Abdul Rahman, strike forces from Kollam
reached Vaikom on foot. The liberal Congress leaders from Tamil Nadu and
Kerala led the Satyagraha movement. In support of the struggle Sri Lankan
youth provided financial assistance. Four women in leadership of Gomti
came from Kannur to participate in this struggle. it is in this phase, when
the struggle became powerful with the support of people of various castes
and religions, women and youth that Gandhi who is a self-
proclaimedSanathanaHindu interfered in the struggle. Gandhi stands in
Vaikom Satyagraha still remains as unexplainable enigma for Gandhi
devotees.

Gandhi wrote a letter to the Satyagraha committee expressing his
anger about non-Hindus including Christians Muslims and Akali dals
participating and financially aiding the strike against Brahmin priests. He
asked whether such organised struggle against the priests will end
untouchability or whether the priests voluntarily take decisions in favour of
Satyagraha. In this letter Gandhi clearly and openly supported the Brahmin
priests and objected Satyagraha leaders and fighters. Satyagraha committee
might have completely and mercilessly rejected this stance, if it is from
anyone else other than Gandhi. Gandhi cancelled the decision that AICC
should pay and amount of rupees 1000 to the Satyagraha committee every
month. He forcefully banned the non-Hindus in participating in the struggle.
Thus, the interventions of Gandhi orphaned the large civil rights movement
that had grew up in Vaikom.

It is in this desperate situation, that the Satyagraha committee sent
letters and telegrams to EVR asking him to take the leadership of Vaikom
Satyagraha. He himself has noted that he came to Vaikom not voluntarily
but under the request of satyagrahis. when EVR reached Vaikom with
Nagammal and Kannammal, Satyagraha was going on without any vigour.
First thing he did was to make clear the intentions of the Satyagraha. He
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asserted that the goal of the Satyagraha was not to attain moksha by
worshipping Vaikkattappa,instead the strike aims at establishing the right
of every human being to walk through the path which is accessible even to
dog, cat, and pig. This proclamation spread like wildfire across
Vaikom.Hundreds of people with aroused self-respect flown to the strike
ground. Thus, the lost support of Bahujan’s was regaining. To make this
support more collective and organised ThanthaiPeriyor organised the number
of meetings from Vaikom to Thiruvananthapuram.

In a meeting at Cherthala he suggested that more women should
participate in the Satyagraha and then under the leadership of the women
rupees 101 was collected and donated. Despite Gandhi’s ban, thousands of
rupees were donated from Tamil Nadu.Even Rajaji donated money. Tamil
people got more active and energized after ThanthaiPeriyar took the
leadership. This proves the love and veneration that Tamil people had for
him. Vaikom struggle became stronger under the leadership of Periyar. The
authorities sensing the danger arrested and jailed ThanthaiPeriyar. By this
time the Brahminpriestsof Vaikom were embarrassing themselves by
performing a ShatrushamaraHoma and trying to get rid of Periyar. It in this
context that Gandhi’s visit to Vaikom should be analysed.

Gandhi visited Vaikom on 10th March 1925. This time, he visited the
Indamthuruthimana, the customary owners of Vaikom temple and had a
discussion with Devan NeelakandanNamboothiri. What they discussed and
what was its benefit is clear from the disgraceful return of Gandhi. But what
is more important is the two message that Gandhi gave to Travancoreans
through this visit. First one is that how powerful a leader I am, I am just a
Vaisya, in caste, who follow the command, even of a local Brahim and sits
in courtyard outside Brahim home. And the second message is more
dangerous that this visit asserted that to walk through the road under
public works department,requires the permission of the priestsof
Indamthuruthimana. Thus, Gandhi in other way helped the attempts of
Brahmins and Brahmin trust to prove thatthe forbidden roads belong to the
temple, which otherwise they tried to prove through fake documents.

Gandhi’s second visit was as a guest of the royal court, but the
mission was to broker an end to the satyagraha struggle. The queen and
Divan of Travancore had no enough courage to face Thanthaiperiyar who
was the leader of Vaikom struggle. They felt Gandhi as the right person to
stoop Periyar. But Gandhi was not even ethical enough to inform the Queen
that Periyar was now leading the struggle and that it would be appropriate
to talk to him. Half heard half unheard he reached Travancore. The right to
walk through the streets would be granted but there should be no demand
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to enter temple that was the intention of the palace. Gandhi signed a weird
contract which ultimately trash the goals of the Satyagraha and protects
the objectives of Brahmin priests. Another road will be made for
untouchables and other ponds will be made for Brahmin priest and another
road and door will be made for them to enter temple, these are some of the
conditions in that weird contract.

Gandhi even attempted to the defame Sree Narayana Guru and
George Joseph. When Guru realized about the abandoned state of
satyagrahis and attack on them, he made a statement asking the satyagrahis
to overcome all kind of prohibitions , to enter temple and to drink payasam
kept there. Guru was not ready to put human dignity at the feet of brahmin
priests. About the statement of Guru, Gandhi wrote in Young India that an
untouchable monk in Travancore is calling for a riot and attempting to destroy
the strike. Gandhi even wrote in Young India that George Joseph who was
convinced of his participation in Vaikom Satyagraha as a non-Hindu is wrong,
asked Gandhi for forgiveness. George Joseph gives a reply to this in a
public meeting on May 1st 1925. George Joseph stated that as a citizen I
have done the right thing and I have not apologized to anyone and I do not
intend to.

Gandhi did not ask Periyar to withdraw from Satyagraha only because
he did not have the courage to face ThanthaiPeriyar who had revived the
Vaikom Satyagraha movement which Gandhi had deftly crushed. Even if
Gandhi asked Pariyar, he would never have withdrawn the strike. Because
for him, the Satyagraha was for truth and justice.So not any force in the
world could dissuade him. Still attempts were made to push him back using
prominent leaders of Tamil Nadu Congress committee. Not at any stage of
Vaikom Satyagraha PeriyardeniedGandhi. However, the interventions of the
two have different dimensions and meanings and philosophical content.
Let's conclude the article mentioning that difference as well.

What was the societal concept of Gandhi when he declared Vaikom
struggle as the homely affair of Hindus. Certainly, it was that of hegemonic
caste system. What is the message given by Gandhiji when he says that
untouchability is a sin but never understand it as a social crime? Sin as a
concept can only be explained in religious terms and remission is something
that can be attained only through the change in human conscience. But if
we understand untouchability as social crime then it can be explained using
terms of modern law and science. Gandhi could not do this because he
was a Sanatana Hindu. For Gandhi Vaikom struggle was just struggle by
the subjects. His Social concept was based on Varna ashrama Dharma.His
conception of man is one of attaining Brahmania. In effect, Gandhi oppressed
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whatVaikom Satyagraha tried to open to the future, using his social and
human concepts.

But ThanthaiPeriyar? He asked that should a man not walk on a path
that a cat, a dog, a worm or a pig can walk on? Is a man not worth a worm
here? Human concept behind this is of egalitarianism. The concept that all
human being should live with equal rights. This concept never came from
Hindu tradition but it's roots can be traced out in Dravida traditions. Individual
rights are defined within citizenship. In such a concept untouchability appears
not as a Sin but as a social crime. Historical position of Periyar is the way of
progress from the subject to the citizenship. Individual with rights and society
with sense of equality are doors to future. The Historical significance of
ThanthaiPeriyar is that he again wide opened the doors of enlightenment
to the society,which was once slammed by Gandhi, the sanathanaHindu.
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The present study is an attempt to trace out the attempts made by
the rulers of the State of Cochin during the late decades of 18" and early
decades of 19" centuries to revamp the economic situations of the state
which was literally shattered by the invasions of Zamorins and the military
movements of the Mysore rulers. The attempts made by Shaktan Thampuran
and Col. Munroe is specially focused.
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18" century witnessed someserious political and economic transitions
in the region of Keralam with the emergence of Venad as a major state, the
attempts of Cochin to register its power, the collapse of power of Zamorins
with the arrival of the Mysorean rulers and finally the beginning of the
British suzerainty. The present study focuses the socio- economic situations
in the Cochin State in the final decades of 18" century and initial decades of
19 century. It gives special attention to the developments in Thrissivaperur
district of State of Cochin in the socio- economic domain. The attempts
made by the administrators to overcome the revenue shortages by expanding
paddy cultivation and ordering the agriculture and revenue administration
under renovated temples is analysed. The logic of the establishment of
Thrissur Pooram by Sakthan Thampuran is viewed in the background of the
socio- economic situations. The study also attempts to trace out the contexts
and processes of the establishment of Devaswom in the State of Cochin.
Thus the study intends to look at the socio- economic scenario of the State
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of Cochin in the period mentioned, and the processes through which the
administrators attempted to modernise the revenue administration of the State.

Temples and Devaswoms

Temples were the central feature of the socio- economic, political
and cultural structure of pre- modern Kerala. These institutions were the
most important centres of resource mobilization and redistribution. The
temples are to be seen as the centre of vast arena of properties- especially
the cultivable wetland, where the management of these resources were
decided and materialized. Thus, in the pre- modern period, these institutions
weren't merely place of worship but the centre of economic and political
activities. Each temple was thus the centre of Devaswom. In this context
what actually the Devaswom was, is to be understood. Devaswoms were
independent corporations which exercised spiritual authority in their
respective Sanketams or domains.! C Achutha Menon traces out the nature
of Devaswoms and the socio- political and economic power wielded by the
administrators of Sanketams.

The general control over the temples and their domains was vested
in a body of Uralars or trustees, who were generally Gramani Namburis, a
class of military Brahmans not privileged to read or recite Vedas, but the
executive authority was generally exercised by chiefs elected and consecrated
by certain bodies of Vedic Namburis called Yogams. These ecclesiastical
heads enjoyed the powers of Naduvazhi chiefs, including those of life and
death, over the people living in the Sanketams, but their powers were to
some extent limited by the general control of Uralars and Yogams. Whether
these corporations derived their authority from the sovereign of undivided
Kerala or whether it was wrested from or conceded by the rajas who ruled
over Kerala after its dismemberment is not known, but there can be no
doubt that the Rajas practically exercised little or no authority over the
temples and their Sanketams.?

Achutha Menon also traces the nature of affiliations which the
Sanketams maintain with the political authorities. He notes as follows:

In the course of time, however, the religious corporations appear to
have been driven to the necessity of invoking the protection or aid of the
Rajahs owing probably to internal dissensions or to the aggressiveness of
neighbouring chiefs, and they accordingly conferred on the rajahs, not always
on those within whose territories the Sanketams lay, the Koyma or chiefship
over the Devaswoms or certain concerns of theirs.?

It is also noteworthy that though they maintained political affiliations,
accepting the Koyma of certain Rajahs, these temple corporations maintained
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their authority in all domains till the middle of 18" century.*

Sanketams

What exactly the nature of Sanketam, how it was administered and
what was the nature of affiliation it had with political authorities are to be
understood. A file which can be traced in the Central Archives,
Thiruvananthapuram contains the questionnaire and the answers with
respect to the Sanketams. It contains an interview of the learned Brahmin
scholars regarding the various aspects of Sanketams.® It says:

Sanketam is a village domain, upon which the kings have no authority
and duties to perform. There are two types of Sanketams: (1) Temple
Sanketams and (2) Janma Sanketams. The first category is the one which
is owned by the temples and the second category is the one owned by the
Brahmins. The right and duty to perform the revenue administration of
Sanketam is vested upon the Uralas and the Koyma (protector) selected by
the people belonging to the Sanketams. The kings, who have the right to
rule over the territories upon which the Sanketam is situated, have no
rights over the Uralas and the Kutiyans of the Sanketam. He cannot exercise
any authority as suzerain of the territory. Only if, the concerned king is
selected as the protector of the Sanketam, he can exercise the powers over
the properties and Kutiyans. Even in the matters of law and order, the king
of the territory upon which the Sanketam is instituted, has no right unless
he is the protector of the Sanketam. The kings who violate these Sanketam
rules and exercise their power upon the Sanketam arbitrarily will be forced
to perform penance and repentance. For the protection performed by the
Kings as Koymas, they will be awarded with Rajabhogams, which may vary
from yearly fixed donations to the share of collection in the Sanketams. For
the administration of Janmasanketams Koyma alone was instituted. But for
the Temple Sanketams, Koyma, Akakoyma and Samudayam were instituted.
It is the duty of these authorities to perform the administration of revenue,
law and order, property, etc.®

Thus it can be understood that the Devaswom and Sanketams which
were the major arena of resource production had their own mechanisms to
administer the entire processes of revenue administration. The kings of the
territories upon which the Devaswoms and Sanketams were situated had
no right over the revenue administration over the Devaswom and Sanketam.
Only the Koyma agreed by the Sanketis had the right to perform the
suzerainty over the Devaswom and Sanketam. The right to appoint the
Akakoyma and Samudayam officers, who were assigned with the function
to administer the Devaswom and Sanketam too were vested upon the
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protector selected by the Sanketis.

The rulers of the territories upon which the Sanketams and
Devaswoms are situated had no rights upon the administration of the
Sanketam and Devaswom properties. They didn’t have any benefits from
the vast resources generated from the temple properties, if they are not
the protector of these institutions.

With these features of resource administration in mind, if we look at
the situation of the State of Cochin, we can easily trace out the resource
crunch faced by the administrators of Cochin. For a better understanding,
the affiliations of wealthy Devaswoms and sanketams in the State of Cochin
are to be traced out.

Devaswoms of Cochin

There were many Devaswoms in the territory of Cochin which were
generally classified into two. They were (1) those who's income and
expenditure form part of the general income of the state and (2) those
Devaswoms whose income was treated as a separate fund and the
expenditure for the temples were met from that fund.”

There were 148 Devaswoms of the former class and 11 of the latter.
Apart from these there were 99 temples which were subsidiary to the most
important of the former class.® Both classes of temples were built and
endowed by private individuals and managed by hereditary Uralars who
collected the revenue and disposed of them as they deemed it.°

Some of the important Devaswoms existed during the period were:
Peruvanam, Triprayar, Venganellur, Tanikudam, Malamakavu,
Vannerakoyipilli, Pathirikkattuakvu, Maruthur, Pothani, Kothakulangara,
Chottanikkara.°

Peruvanam, Vadakkumnathan and Kooadalmanikyam temples were
some of the temples which played dominant role in shaping the administrative
and socio- economic history of Cochin State.

Among these, Peruvanam was the wealthiest Devaswom of that
period. Peruvanam was one of the largest and best endowed in the State.
Peruvanam temple was the only temple over which the Thiruvithamkur,
Cochin and the Zamorins of Kozhikode had the control.!!

It is necessary to point out that its management formed the subject
matter of one of the disputes between Cochin and Travancore.!? The reason
for the dispute was on the right to collect the revenue of the temple
endowments under Peruvanam Devaswom. These rights were vested upon
the Travancore treasury.*?

This Devaswom was formerly under the management of a Brahman
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functionary, designated Yogathiripad, elected and consecrated by the
Nambudiri yogam of Peruvanam. He was the one who managed the affairs
of the Devaswom through certain uralars.**

Another important Devaswom at that period was Vadakkumnathan
Devaswom at Trichur. They owned lands in several parts of territory. The
Vadhyar, the Swamiyars and several Brahmins were the heads of Trichur
Devaswom. They were the body which collected revenues.’> A modified
committee of Namboodiri Brahmins looked after the Devaswom land,
properties and other temple related matters. The committee was known as
Yogam. The administration had been under the management of a
Yogathiripadu elected and consecrated by the Namboodiri Yogam of Trichur.1¢

Trichur was one of the important centres of Namboodiri Brahmins.
The power was centred in their hands during the days prior to the reign of
Sakthan Thampuran. Up to the period of Sakthan Thampuran the ultimate
power was vested upon them and that they were considered as the owners
and decision makers.!” They enjoyed complete autonomy. Vadakkumnathan
temple was considered as one of the major income source for Brahmins of
Trichur in that period. They earned huge wealth from this temple.

In both Peruvanam and Vadakkumnathan, the rule of yogathiri was
in force. The Yogathri was the delegate of prominent Namboothiris. He is
considered to be the overseer of spiritual and earthly matters.

After selecting a Namboothiri as Yogathiri, he will become the supreme
authority of the Sanketam. Yogathiri was thus made as an ideal person of
the society. Yogathiris are selected only from among the Brahmin class.

The ceremony for selecting yogathiri is known as ‘Yogathiri
Avarothanam’. Once Yogathiri was selected, he became the largest power
centre as far as the Sanketam is concerned. Devaswom matter was also
under the control of Yogathiri. All others who were connected with temple
will be under Yogathiri including the king.1®

Another important source of wealth apart was Irinjalakkuda
Koodalmanikyam temple. This was also a huge centre of wealth at that
period. Nedumbilli Namboothiris were the head of Irinjalakkuda village.
They had special privilege in the priesthood and murajapam of Travancore
rulers. Because of this prominence they were bestowed with, they had
great commitment towards Travancore state.

Like Peruvanam village, Irinjalakkuda village also had commitment
towards Travancore state and the revenue of these villages was transferred
in to Travancore treasury. The head of Koodalmanikyam temple was known
as Tachudayakaimal, who was ritually solemnised under the leadership of
Travancore Kings in their territory.® The uralars of the temple were nine
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Namboodiri families and as temple was a gramakshethra, they were only
its trustees. However, the granthavaris show that they have been exercising
some kind of proprietorship in the temple, and amongst these the most
important was the agreement of 1342 AD by which they granted to the
Raja of Onattuakra the right of installing the Tachudaya kaimal.

The Tachudaya Kaimal means person with principles. The kaimal is a
category which comes under the 18 Nair groups.? Through rituals the person
belonging to Kaimal caste was assigned with Brahmin Varna.?* Tachudaya
Kaimal enjoyed many privileges. They have complete authority over temple
administration. Kaimal had to follow celibacy like Brahmin tantric. He can
enter into the temple and use the public roads. In older times, the right to
the office of tachudayakaimal was vested on four families which were latter
scattered into different parts like Trivandrum, Kollam, Chirayankizhu and
Karthikapilly.?? The Thachudaya kaimal was considered as a royal figure,
thus the king and the Brahmins were requested to carry the doly of the
Kaimal, who was considered a God figure.

The complete supervision of Koodalmanikyam temple was under
Travancore after 1760. During the time of Tippu’s attack, both Cochin and
Travancore were quarrelling with each other. Thus, the two powers came
into a peace treaty in 1760. As part of this, koodalmanikyam temple came
under the supervision of Travancore. These power transformations led to
several tensions between these two States.?

These temples played a prominent role in the administrative, political
and economic spheres in the territory of Cochin State. Yogathiri and
Tachudaya Kaimal had enormous powers. Since they played key role in
temple administration, they have also influenced the dominant society to a
greater extent. King of the territory had only nominal powers in the domains
where they exercised powers at that period. The affiliation of most of these
temples was vested with Travancore and the revenue from these temples.
Though the temples were situated in the State of Cochin, the revenue flew
to Travancore. These situations created tensions within the territory between
temple administrators and the territorial administrators and grew as disputes
between the States of Cochin and Travancore.

Though the wealthiest temples at that period existed in the territory
of Cochin State, due to the flow of revenue to Travancore as a result of the
Sanketam- Rakshapurusha/ Koyma affiliation, the economy of Old Cochin
was pathetic. Adding to these situations were, the new alliances of certain
Uralas and Sanketams with the Zamorins, after the last attack by them on
Thrissur and partial take over in 1762.2* To overcome these hazards there
were attempts on the parts of the administrators of Cochin. Several minor
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Devaswoms were taken over by the State citing the mismanagement and
incompetency of the Uralars.?

The Impact of Zamorin’s Attack on Thrissur

Sakthan Thampuran came to power soon after the Zamorins left
Cochin. Thus he had to revamp the scars inflicted upon the State of Cochin,
especially Thrissur by the Zamorins. Thrissur was in a pathetic situation
after the loot and burning of Sanketam and habitats by the people of
Zamorins. The tussles between the Rulers of Cochin and the Zamorins had
a long history. It began with the dispute over the treaty signed among the
Cochin and Portuguese. This signing of treaty displeased the Zamorins and
he demanded the withdrawal of Cochin from it, which the rulers of Cochin
refused. Infuriated by the action of Cochin, the Zamorins attacked Cochin
in 1503 with the support of Edappalli Rajah. The Zamorin was set back
from Cochin with the help of Portuguese.?® Again in the period of 1660- 61
Zamorins intervened in the succession dispute in Cochin. The long history
of these interventions by the Zamorins which began in 1503, reached its
zenith by 1756. With the support and invitation of the Brahmin landed
magnet Padinjattedam Namboothiri, Zamorin attacked Thrissur and made
it the seat of his territories in Cochin region. Though the control of Cochin
was regained by the Rajahs of Cochin in 1758, the Zamorins attacked the
region again within a couple of years.

By the time the Zamorins left Cochin and their seat in central Kerala,
Thrissur, the State of Cochin was impoverished mainly by four factors. 1.
The constant attacks by Zamorin and resultant shifts of power in the region
2. The burden of the cost of wars released to Travancore for their help
against Zamorins 3. The demands from the Rajahs of Travancore and the
Dutch for the territories within the territorial limits of Cochin for their
association and help in the war against the Zamorins 4. The plunder and
destruction by the people of Zamorins All these wars, treaties, costs of
wars till 1763, the year in which Zamorins were finally pushed out from the
territories of Cochin had deeply wounded the economic and political situations
of the State of Cochin.?” Apart from these were the dissents and shifts of
allegiances of many of the Sanketams towards Travancore and Zamorins.?

Saktan Thampuran in the Administrative Ranks

After the Zamorins quit Thrissur in 1762, the administrators had to
renovate the entire town as the Zamorins had literally ransacked and
destroyed the town.? It was in this period that Sakthan Thampuran emerged
as the new power centre in the State of Cochin. Though he was not the

Government Arts & Science College - Research Journal = 25



Property, Management and Affiliations: Temple Lands...

Rajah of Cochin during that period, he actively participated and guided the
rebuilding of Cochin.

In 1762, for the convenience of revenue administration the state of
Cochin was divided into ten Kovilakathumvathukkal and these were placed
under karyakkar. The Kovilakathumvathukkals were further divided into
Pravarttis. These pravarttis formed the units of administration and were
under parvatyakarans assisted by Menons.*® The Kovilakathumvathukkals
were grouped as Vadakkemukham and Thekkemukham and were kept under
Sarvadhikaryakkar. The head of administration was Valiya
Sarvadhikaryakkar.3! A state structure with bureaucratic strata was emerging
in the State of Cochin from 1762. This incurred additional financial burdens
upon the state. The necessity to maintain such a state structure compelled
the administrators to levy a regular tax. This began in 1763.3

Along with these, there were attempts to bring in the Vadakkunnathan
Devaswom under the control of the rulers. As an initial step, the people
who lost houses in the plunder and burning of Zamorins were permitted to
live inside the Vadakkunnathan temple for three months. For the people
who lost houses, the Rajah of Cochin spent around 181530 panams, for
rehabilitation.® As a part of final takeover, Pathayikkara Nambuthiri, the
then Yogathirippad was removed from the post. Expulsion of Pathayikkara
Nambuthiri from the post of Yogathirippad was also the termination of that
office.*

The activities were important from the point of view of the termination
of the brahmanical highhandedness in the matters of the temple and
sanketham. Hitherto, the region was treated as a Brahmin village where
the highhandedness of the Brahmins was felt. The intervention of Sakthan
Thampuran changed the situation. The expulsion of Yogathirippad and the
punishment inflicted upon the nambuthiri Brahmins who participated in the
conspiracy favouring the Zamorin put an end to the age old domination of
the Brahmins in the region.

These situations didn't last long. On 18% September 1776 the
Mysorean troops under Sirdar Khan marched to Thrissur. Cochin was made
a subservient ally to Hyder Ali and he maintained friendly relationship with
Cochin. But his son Tipu who had designs to bring Travancore under his
control, and designed to attack the state of Travancore marched through
the territories of Cochin which inflicted serious damages to the revamping
atmosphere of Cochin.®

Trissur pooram

Another important reform introduced by Sakthan Thampuran was
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Trissur pooram. Pooram is an old hame existed in Kerala for annual festivals
in Temples. Thrissur pooram is considered as the brainchild of Sakthan
Thampuran. Thiruvambady and Paramekkavu are the main participants of
Trissur pooram. Shaktan Thampuran divided the temples in to two groups.
One group consisted of Thiruvambady, Kanimangalam, Laloor, Ayyanthole
and Neithalakkavu temple while the other group consisted of Paramekkavu,
Karamukku, Chembukkavu, Choorakkottukavu and Panamukkampilly.*¢ Due
to some reasons panamukkampilly was not a participant in Trissur pooram
now.*"Trissur pooram is the festival conducted by two desams, Thiruvambady
and Paramekkavu in Thekkinkadu maidan. But it was not a spiritual festival.
We cannot see as much spiritual rituals and customs in Trissur pooram. It
was a great platform for traders. People from different parts came into
Trissur at that time and Thekkinkadu became a full-fledged market during
the time of Pooram.3®

All temples which participated in Pooram were surrounded by paddy
fields at that time. An important ritual practised during the time of Trissur
pooram was Parayedupp. Para is a very common offering in temples and
people also place paras in homes as part of donating paddy, paddy products
etc. to the temples. Paddy thus collected was owned by the State during
the period of Sakthan Thampuran.

The Formation of Devaswom Department

As noted elsewhere, Devaswoms were independent corporations
which exercised spiritual authority in their respective Sanketams or domains.®
These Devaswoms were maintained by the Uralas and they were protected
by the ruler selected by them as Koyma or Rakshapurusha.

In the period after Sakthan Thampuran, the relations between the
British and the State of Cochin became worse. After the rebellion of Paliyath
Achan was put off and the new chapters of resident rule began with the
appointment of Colonel Munroe as Resident. The state of affairs in Cochin
during the period when Munroe assumed the office was very pathetic.
Achutha Menon puts it as follows:

The nayars as had hitherto followed arms as a profession now found
their occupation gone and many of them formed themselves into small
bands of dakaits and highwaymen and terrorised over the people throughout
the State. Government officers of all grades became corrupt and mercenary
and preyed upon the country as lawlessly as the professional dakaits
themselves... on the part of the people, complaint was useless, redress
hopeless; they had only one remedy and that was bribery... To crown all,
the state was financially in a hopeless state of embarrassment. The total
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annual income of the state was only about five lakhs of rupees, out of
which a subsidy of 23/4 lakhs had to be paid annually to the company and
a war indemnity of 6 lakhs in instalments so that there were hardly anything
left for the maintenance of the royal family and the payment of the
administrative establishments.*

What Colonel Muroe had to rectify and redress was these state of
affairs. In this situation Munroe decided to take the administration and with
the sanction of the Madras Government and approval of Rajah of Cochin he
assumed the office of Divan in June 1812.# As the Divan of Travancore, he
was aware of what all matters his immediate attention was to fall. But
unlike in Travancore, Devaswom was the last arena in which he paid his
attention. But his engagements with the Devaswoms in Travancore were
very popular. Nagam Aiya puts it as follows:

The Devaswams or religious institutions next engaged his attention.
These institutions were ill managed, the revenues from them being in most
cases diverted from their proper uses or misappropriated by the trustees
for their own private use... Colonel Munroe, on the recommendations of a
committee of learned Brahmins, allotted upon a large and liberal scale
allowances for the due performance of religious and other ceremonies at all
the pagodas and secured to the people adequate prices for the articles
supplied for the use of those establishments, in place of the arbitrary
exactions to which they were formerly been subjected on that score. New
rules were framed for their management and the institutions themselves
brought directly under the control of the sircar. The result was that the
temples and the charities assumed were better managed and the state
gained an addition to its revenues.*

The total number of Devaswom in Cochin State was 308.* The
situation of the Devaswom administration in Cochin was no better than
those in Travancore. A survey on the affairs of the temple administration
and management of Devaswom lands by the uralars showed the pathetic
state of affairs. When the report was submitted to the Rajah of Cochin,
with recommendations to establish a Devaswom department as in
Travancore, permission was granted to establish a Devaswom department
as was done by the rulerof Travancore for the betterment of the situations.
The letter to col Munroe states as follows:

It is stated that you understand that the officers of the devaswom
belonging to us do not conduct poojas in the temples properly that the
temple funds are being mismanaged, that in Travancore the temples are
incorporated and that a pathivu is fixed and money are paid monthly for
poojas, etc that consequently the poojas etc. are conducted satisfactorily
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and that it would be better to make similar arrangements in regard to the
temples here also. I am very much pleased with the proposal.*

The letter addressed to Munroe states the gradation of temples and
the affiliation of the Rajah to those in the State of Cochin. It says:

In this state there are temples belonging to us exclusively, some
belonging to Uralars of which we have kaima sthanom and some others in
which we are one of the Uralars as well as kaima.*

Only temple for which the rajah was asking excuses for its independent
status was the Thripunithura Temple. The sentimental attachment the royal
family has with that temple is stated in the letter.

Thripunithura temple is one belonging to the ooralas. The title of one
of the ooralas has escheated to us and we are one of the ooralrs and kaima
of the temple. The affairs of that temple are managed by a committee. It is
not usual to bring in to our accounts, the accounts of the above temple in
the times of our ancestors. As this family is indebted in many ways to the
above temple it will be better to manage the temple affairs as before and it
will be a matter of regret if other arrangements are made in regard to the
same.*

Accordingly arrangements were made to establish a Devaswom
department excluding the Tripunithura temple, taking into consideration
the request of the Rajah.*” A devaswom committee was established to look
into the affairs of the temples and hooknamah was issued assigning the
duties were issued.*® Narayanapillai, Valiya Melezhuth and Mathiyath Thani
Nampoothiri were the members of Devaswom Committee to inspect and
report on the state of affairs in the temples administration by Uralars.*

The hooknamah insisted the uralars to be accountable to the
government and that the works and duties to be performed as per directions.
It also insisted the devaswom accounts to be produced before the
government.®® The directions in the hooknamah were as follows:

1. The pattalis etc. who manage the affairs of the respective devaswoms
should receive from the chilavu, muthalpidi the required sum of money
as per the pathivu now prepared by them and should have all the
daily poojas and all the monthly and annual festivals such as ulsavams
regularly performed in due time... prepare and submit masantha
variolas (monthly accounts) one to the Huzur and another to the
Talug.

2. For the paddy and money required for each Devaswom bills will be
prepared in the Huzur and handed over to the Chilavu Muthal pidicarar
and the money paid from the treasury. The Devaswom ofiicers should
receive the amounts from the Muthalpidi after giving receipts for the
same.
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3.

Variolas should be prepared for the gold and silver ornaments of the
Devaswoms and copper brass etc. vessels, silk and other clothes etc.
and one variola should be submitted to the Huzur and another to
H.H

Variolas should be prepared and submitted one to the Taluqg every 5
days of the offering in the temple (made by pilgrims) such as gold
silver money sandal pepper gingelly etc.

Variolas should be prepared and submitted every month one to the
Huzur and another to the Taluq of the increase and decrease in the
number of cows, bulls, goats etc. belonging to the respective
Devaswoms.

Variolas should be prepared and submitted to the Devaswom,
kuttaram, kalapad etc. buildings giving the number tiled and the
number tatached.

As hitherto the Devaswom officers used to raise money be noortgaging
the Devaswom niloms and parambas and demising themon kanom
byn pledging the Devaswom vessels and to incur expenditure as
they pleased, such unauthorised tax should not in future be committed
and if anybody commit such act they will be brought to the Huzur
and punished as the deserved

The elephants retained into Devaswoms for processions of the idol
should be hired out marriages etc. and money received without
sanction.

The pattalies sambadhies and karaimahs etc. should take care of the
ornaments, vessels etc.of the Devaswoms during night without being
stolen away by their negligence and if not( ie if any theft happens by
their negligence) the value of the things stolen will have to be paid
by the said persons. The affairs should be made to the HUzur and
taluk kariakar from time to time.>!

On the basis of flooding complaint regarding the misutilization of

funds and defrauding the Devaswom properties, Col. Munroe recommend
that “the lands and parambas belonging to the devaswom be incorporated
with the pandaravaka properties, and that the pooja and other expenses
be met from the treasury funds™?2. There were also attempts on the part of
the government to curb the power of the Warriem by redefining its status,
which was traditionally associated with the temple administration. It says:

...the karigar or other officers of which are appointed by the sirkar,

properly belong to it. He says that the difference between the woraim and
sirkar pagodas is very well known. The sirkar nominates the officers of its
own pagodas and although an allowance does not constitute any right to
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the lands etc. belonging to them. Therte appears therefore to have been
some misstate in orders we have received from the colonel on the subject
of the pagoda committee. You will immediately in conformity to the colonel’s
intentions restore to all the wariam pagoda the lands which have been by
the sirkar and you will also continue the allowances which have hither to
fore been made to them by the sirkar. This will not prevent you however
from examining the documents and papers of each pagoda, for these are
many which may call themselves. Wariom, in fact they belong to the sirkar.>

On the basis of the orders distinguishing the Sirkar temples with the
temples of Uralars, there happened series of engagements between the
government and the temple proprietors. The distinction was also an
assurance that the uralar temples won't be amalgamated with Sirkar
temples.>* On the basis of this distinction, several Uralars filed complaints
against amalgamating the Devaswoms with sirkar temples. One of the
classical examples was the petition filed by the Uralars of the Peruvanam
temple. Their claim was that the temple is an Urala temple and there is no
logic in amalgamating the temple with the sirkar temples and that they
were forced to produce their accounts before the Committee. Orders were
issued by Col. Munroe to verify documents to detect the nature of the
peruvanam temple. The enquiry report says:

...the yogakkar ( authorities) has given a written statement to the
effect that the perumanam devaswom was the property of the three gramams
( committee of Brahmins) in Malabar- Chowara Permanam nad Irinjalakkuda
... on the death of yogathiripad who was formerly installed as manager of
the Devaswom, the sirkar appointed a person to look after the Devaswom
affairs and he was so looking after, the yogakars would complain of, on this
instance too, the Devaswom was incorporated into the sirkar without their
permission... it was found out that the sirkar was annually paying an amount
of 900 and old famous fanams (over Rs 250).

The government was annulling the claims of the Brahmin uralars
regarding the ownership of the temples stating and presenting the evidences
of grants those temples receive from the government. Orders were issued
for the proper management of the temple properties and directions were
issued to this effect.

It is to be noted that there were earnest attempts on the part of Col.
Munroe and the Rajah of Cochin to make the uralars accountable and to
make the administration of the Devaswoms beneficial to the state. The
documents themselves speak that the Devaswom Department and the
committee assigned with the duties of inspection and reporting on the affairs
of temples and the management of land and benefits from the temple
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properties was an attempt to curb the powers enjoyed by the Brahmins as
temple managers and to bring them under the authority of the state.

Conclusion

The socio-economic political condition of Cochin State passed through
different stages in 18" and 19" centuries. Series of invasions by Zamorins
which was followed by the invasion of the Mysorean rulers had shattered
the state of Cochin. Shaktan Thampuran took the initiative to rebuild the
state by accumulating and managing the resources. Important devaswoms
were targeted by him and the highhandedness of the Brahmins was curbed
by him. After the reign of Shaktan Thampuran, during the period of Col.
Munroe in the office as Resident Diwan of Cochin, on the request of the
Raja of Cochin the Devaswom Department was formed. The establishment
of Devaswom Department in the state of Cochin modelling the office
established in Travancore was an important step in the history of temple
management and the management of the properties owned by the
Devaswoms.
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Introduction:

In the diverse landscape of higher education in India, the issue of
social exclusion remains a persistent challenge. Historically, higher education
has been marred by disparities stemming from factors such as caste, class,
gender, and geographic location. While strides have been made towards
inclusivity, significant gaps persist, hindering equitable access and
opportunities for all. The emergence of education technology (EdTech) in
recent years has promised transformative potential in addressing these
entrenched inequalities. With its ability to transcend traditional barriers of
time, space, and resources, EdTech presents an unprecedented opportunity
to democratize access to higher education and foster inclusive learning
environments.

However, the intersection of social exclusion and higher education in
India requires a nuanced understanding. Despite the proliferation of EdTech
solutions, their impact on marginalized communities and their ability to
bridge the existing divides remains uncertain. Moreover, the digital divide
persists, with marginalized groups often lacking access to the necessary
infrastructure, connectivity, and digital literacy required to fully harness the
benefits of EdTech.

Against this backdrop, exploring strategies to address social exclusion
in higher education within the context of EdTech becomes imperative. This
entails not only leveraging technological innovations to widen access but
also dismantling systemic barriers, fostering diversity, and nurturing inclusive
practices within educational institutions.

In this discourse, it is essential to examine the multifaceted dimensions
of social exclusion in higher education and interrogate the potential of EdTech
as a catalyst for change. By critically assessing existing frameworks, policies,
and initiatives, stakeholders can collaboratively devise holistic approaches
that empower marginalized communities, promote equity, and realize the
transformative promise of education technology in India’s higher education
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landscape.

As we all know that Education technology (EdTech) encompasses
the use of technological tools, resources, and platforms to enhance teaching
and learning experiences, has the potential to revolutionize education by
providing access to knowledge, personalized learning experiences, and
innovative instructional methods. However, while EdTech has the capacity
to democratize education and bridge gaps, it also presents challenges related
to social exclusion. Social exclusion in the context of EdTech refers to the
disparities in access to technology and digital resources among different
socio-economic groups, geographical regions, and marginalized communities.
The artcile aims to depict the actual condition of educational disparities
existing in India and provide recommendations to policymakers to overcome
the issue of social exclusion.

Digital divide refers to “the gap between individuals, households,
businesses and geographic areas at different socio-economic levels with
regard to their opportunities to access information and communication
technologies (ICTs) and to their use of the internet for a wide variety of
activities.” It reflects various differences among and within countries(Oxfam
India 2022).” There are two contrasting theoretical perspectives on the
digital divide. The technological diffusion normalization model expects that
technological expansion might be slow but eventually follow a hormalization
pathway and ICTs will take root in all countries and segments of society.
The stratification model of diffusion of technologies, in contrast, posits that
privileged social groups and developed countries will maintain their edge in
the digital economy even as the digital uptake increases worldwide, thereby
maintaining digital disparities. The UN Deputy Secretary-General Amina
Mohammed has even claimed that the digital divide has the potential to be
the “new face of inequality”(Oxfam India, 2022).

Context of the study

There are studies analysed the concept of digital divide such as Van
Dijk's(2006) explores the concept of the digital divide from a socio-economic
perspective. He examines how factors such as income, education,
occupation, and geographical location contribute to uneven access to digital
technologies. Van Dijk’s research typically underscores the importance of
addressing structural inequalities to bridge the digital divide effectively. He
highlights that mere access to technology does not guarantee digital
inclusion; rather, socio-economic factors play a crucial role in shaping
individuals’ digital capabilities and opportunities. (Warschauer, 2003)focuses
on the relationship between technology, education, and socio-economic
development. He emphasizes the need to move beyond simplistic notions
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of the digital divide solely as a matter of access to hardware and internet
connectivity. Instead, Warschauer advocates for a broader understanding
that encompasses digital literacy, skills development, and meaningful usage
of technology. His research often highlights the role of education in
empowering individuals to navigate digital spaces and participate more
fully in the knowledge economy.

Some of the scholars have interrogated the assumptions underlying
the integration of education technology, cautioning against techno centric
approaches that may exacerbate existing inequalities (Selwyn, 2010;
Williamson, 2017). Studies have shown that marginalized communities,
including those based on caste, class, and gender, and rural-urban divides,
face heightened risks of social exclusion in the digital age (Gurumurthy,
2019; Selwyn, 2004).

Policy analyses have examined government initiatives, institutional
strategies, and funding mechanisms aimed at promoting digital inclusion
and addressing social exclusion in higher education (UNESCO, 2020; Ministry
of Education, Government of India).

Some studies found that the use of mobile phones appears to act as
a striking tool that may give economic empowerment to women at the
household level in Pakistan in many ways. The use of mobile phones has
brought socioeconomic implications for a developing country like Pakistan,
where women need to empower themselves to add their share to the national
econom(Azra Batool, 2018)

The term ‘digital divide’ initially referred to gaps in access to a
computer. When the internet diffused rapidly into society and became a
primary type of computing, the term shifted to encompass gaps in not only
computer but also internet access. Early research on the digital divide focused
mainly on a binary classification of physical access. Theories of internet
adoption have recognized this limitation and an increasing number of
researchers have argued that more attention should be paid to social,
psychological, and cultural backgrounds(van Deursen & van Dijk, 2011)

VaidehiRajam, A. Bheemeshwar Reddy, Sudatta Banerjee(2021) paper
examines the issue of digital divide in India, focusing specifically on disparities
based on caste, given the significant socioeconomic differences among
various caste groups. It notes the increasing importance of information and
communication technologies (ICTs) in accessing essential services like
education and health.Using nationally representative survey data, the study
analyzes two levels of digital divide: first-level (ownership of computer and
access to the Internet) and second-level (individual skills to use computer
and the Internet) disparities between disadvantaged caste groups and others.
It also explores the socioeconomic factors contributing to these divides

Government Arts & Science College - Research Journal = 37



Social Exclusion in the Era of Education...

through a non-linear decomposition method.The findings reveal substantial
first-level and second-level digital divides between disadvantaged caste
groups and others in India. The study suggests that historical socioeconomic
deprivation of disadvantaged caste groups underpins the caste-based digital
divide. More than half of this gap can be attributed to differences in
educational attainment and income levels between the disadvantaged caste
groups and others.Overall, the paper underscores the urgent need to address
educational and income inequalities among different caste groups in India
to bridge the digital divide effectively. By addressing these root causes,
policymakers can work towards creating a more inclusive digital environment
where all segments of society have equitable access to ICTs and the
opportunities they offer for socioeconomic advancement. Though there a
number of studies which discussed the issues of digital divide, there is no
such study which analysed the element of social exclusion in education
especially higher education by using the latest data. Hence the present
study analyses the differences in educational attainment and income levels
between disadvantaged caste groups and others by using periodic labour
force data 2022-23.

Statement of the Problem

“As we all know, after COVID-19, ‘education technology’ has become
a common term in the teaching and learning process. While reviewing the
literature, I found that numerous studies address the issue of the digital
divide in the era of educational technology. To tackle the problem of social
exclusion stemming from the introduction of educational technology, it's
essential to understand the current disparities in educational attainment
among different socio-economic groups in India. We need to identify which
sections of society are excluded from education, especially higher education.
Education up to higher secondary level is included in the Right to Education
Act, but are all individuals receiving educational facilities equally? Is there
any divide in education based on social class or religion? Is there any digital
divide exist in India? What policies are needed to reduce the issue of social
exclusion due to the introduction of educational technology in India? To
answer these questions, this study aims to achieve the following objectives:”

Objectives

1. Analyze the status of education for different social groups and
religious groups in India.

2. Analyze the condition of digital divide in India

3. Give policy recommendations to solve the issue of social exclusion
while incorporating technology in education.
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Methodology

The approach of the study is quantitative in nature. It uses secondary
data from “Digital Divide India Inequality Report 2022" ,VaidehiRajam, A.
Bheemeshwar Reddy, Sudatta Banerjee(2021), Survey,B.(2023) BaSE (2023)
and Periodic labour force unit level data for the year 2022-23, NSSO 61
round unit level data for the analysis. Periodic labour force data provides
the details of education status for different social groups in India, SC, ST,
OBC and others along with religious groups like Hindu, Muslim, Christian
communities. The study used percentages for comparison and chi squire
for checking the association of social class and education attainment. For
understanding the status od digital divide the study reviewed the reports
mentioned above.

The study had not taken any primary data for the analysis. For a
detailed analysis of the digital divide in education we need to take primary
data. The quantitative approach may not provide the actual issues in the
detailed manner as like a qualitative analysis. These are the limitations of
the study

AN ANALYSIS OF THE STATUS OF
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT BY DIFFERENT
SOCIAL GROUPS IN INDIA

Education is widely recognized as a crucial pathway to social mobility,
economic prosperity, and personal fulfillment. However, in India, the journey
towards higher education is marked by persistent disparities and barriers
that disproportionately affect marginalized communities. Despite efforts to
expand access and promote inclusivity, social exclusion remains a significant
challenge within the higher education system. These disparities can
exacerbate existing inequalities in education and widen the gap between
privileged and disadvantaged groups. This article seeks to explore the
complex dynamics of social exclusion in higher education in India, drawing
insights from empirical data and theories of social exclusion. By examining
trends and patterns in educational attainment across different social groups,
we aim to highlight the structural inequalities and systemic barriers that
hinder equitable access to higher education.

The data from NSSO 61¢ round for the period of 2004-05 and Periodic
labour force data for the year 2022-23 provide valuable insights into the
educational landscape in India, revealing disparities in educational attainment
among various social groups. By analyzing these trends, we can better
understand the extent of social exclusion within the higher education system
and its implications for individuals and society at large.
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An analysis of the social difference in education attainment in India

This session analyses the extend of social difference in educational
attainment in India during the time period 2004—4 to 2022-23.

Table 1
Education status of individuals in 2022-23 and 2004-05
Educational status 2004-05 2022-23
Illiterate 40.3 27.2
literature without formal
education 2.4 0.6
Below secondary 42.1 43.8
Middle 11.5 19.9
Graduation and above 3.8 8.6
Table 2

Educational attainment of different social classes (percent)
2004-05 and 2022-23

Education 2004-05 2022-23

status ST SC OBC | General ST SC OBC |General
illiterate 53.3 149.0 | 42.1| 28.6 | 34.0 | 30.9 | 27.0]| 22.9
literature

without formal

education 29 | 23| 23| 24 0.9 0.7 0.5| 0.6
below

secondary 37.3 [40.1 | 42.9| 43.5 | 473 | 449 | 43.4| 424
Middle school | 5.2 | 71| 10.3| 177 | 142 | 179 21.0| 21.1
graduation

and above 1.2 | 1.5 24| 7.8 3.6 5.6 8.1] 12.9
Total

percentage 100 ( 100 | 100| 100 | 100 ( 100 | 100| 100

Source: Periodic Labour force data 20222-23 unit level data

&Mallika(2012)
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Table 3
Distribution of different educational category in different
social classes in 2004-05 and 2022-23

Education status 2004-05 2022-23 Total
ST SC OBC |[General| ST SC OBC [General|
illiterate 11.2124.0(43.1|21.8{11.1] 21.5[ 43.3 |24.0| 100

literature without
formal education | 10.3 ] 19.1 | 40.1 | 30.5|13.8] 21.7| 36.4|128.2| 100
below secondary | 7.5]18.8|41.9|31.8| 9.6/ 19.4| 43.3|27.7| 100

Middle school 3.8112.2|36.8|47.1| 6.4 17.1| 46.1 (30.4| 100
graduation and

above 2.6| 7.6|259(63.8| 3.8[12.3| 41.2 (42.8]| 100
Post graduate 1.8| 6.1(24.4| 67.7| 3.0{11.4| 37.9 (47.7| 100

Percentage of each
social class in total
individuals 8.4 19.7|41.2 | 30.7] 8.9] 18.9| 43.7 |128.5| 100

Source: Periodic Labour force data 20222-23 unit level data
&Mallika(2012)

The data from 2004-05 and 2022-23 provides critical insights into
the educational disparities among different social groups in India. In 2004-
05, marginalized communities such as Scheduled Tribes (ST) and Scheduled
Castes (SC) exhibited lower levels of educational attainment compared to
Other Backward Classes (OBC) and others. Similarly, in 2022-23, while
improvements were noted, STs and SCs continued to face challenges in
accessing higher education compared to OBCs and others. These disparities
underscore the prevalence of social exclusion in higher education, where
certain social groups are systematically disadvantaged in accessing and
succeeding within the system. The data also highlights the persistence of
educational inequalities over time, despite efforts to promote inclusivity
and diversity.

The data reflects a notable improvement in overall educational
attainment over the 19-year period. While the percentage of illiterate
individuals has decreased significantly, there has been an increase in the
percentage of individuals attaining higher levels of education, particularly
those with graduation and above qualifications (table 1). In both years, the
data indicates disparities in educational attainment across social classes,
with SCs, STs, and OBCs lagging behind the general category. Notably,
there has been a positive trend in educational attainment across all social
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classes from 2004-05 to 2022-23. The percentage of individuals with
graduation and above qualifications has increased across all social classes,
indicating greater access to higher education opportunities.

The distribution of educational categories within social classes provides
insights into the dynamics of social exclusion and access to higher education.
In 2004-05, there were disparities in access to higher education among
different social classes, with lower percentages of individuals from
marginalized communities attaining higher education qualifications. However,
in 2022-23, there has been a significant improvement in the distribution of
higher education qualifications across social classes especially among OBC.
The percentage of individuals with graduation and above qualifications has
increased, for all social classes; still there is wide disparity in educated
persons when compared to their population proportion particularly among
SCs, and STs. In 2004-05, though the percentage of general category is
only 30.7 percent, 63.8 percent of higher educated are from this category,
while total population of ST was 8.4 percent in total, the percent of higher
educated was only 2.6 percent. The same trend had seen in the case of SC
and OBC. While considering the achievement during these 19 years, the
OBC gained more progress when compared to SC and ST.

Association of social class in determining educational
attainment: statistical analysis

Table 4
educationcateogry * Social Group Crosstabulation 2022-23 data
Chi-Square Tests

Value Df Asymptotic
Significance
(2-sided)
Pearson Chi-Square 89404480.511° 12 .000
Likelihood Ratio 90724614.148 12 .000
N of Valid Cases 4892793327

a. 0 cells (0.0%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum
expected count is 2.55E+6.

Pearson Chi-Square test statistic measures the discrepancy between
the observed frequencies in the cross tabulation table and the frequencies
that would be expected if there were no relationship between education
category and social group. A higher Pearson Chi-Square value indicates a
stronger association between the variables. Likelihood Ratio is another
test statistic used to assess the goodness of fit between the observed
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frequencies and the expected frequencies under the null hypothesis. The
p-values associated with both tests are extremely small (close to 0), indicating
that the observed association between education category and social group
is statistically significant.

The significant p-values suggest that there is indeed a relationship
between education category and social group. In other words, the
educational attainment of individuals varies significantly across different
social groups. The note about expected counts informs that none of the
cells have an expected count less than 5, which is a common criterion for
the validity of Chi-Square tests. This indicates that the statistical analysis is
reliable and valid.

The significant association between education category and social
group underscores the presence of disparities in educational attainment
among different social groups. It highlights the need for targeted
interventions and policies aimed at addressing inequities and promoting
equal access to education across all segments of society.

In summary, the Chi-Square test results provide strong evidence of a
relationship between education category and social group, emphasizing
the importance of addressing educational disparities and promoting inclusivity
in educational opportunities.

Religion and its impact on education
Table: 5
Religion and education 20-35 age category 2022-23
(major religions)

Education status Hindu Muslim | Christian
Less than graduation 75.1% 91.2% 69.0%
Graduation and above 24.9% 8.8% 31.0%

Source: Periodic Labour force data 20222-23 unit level data

Table: 6
Religion and education all age category 2022-23
(major religions)

Hindu Muslim | Christian All
individuals
Less than graduation 90.4% 96.9% 86.6% | 91.4%
Graduation and above 9.6% 3.1% 13.4% 8.6%

Source: Periodic Labour force data 20222-23 unit level data
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Table : 7
Social difference in education a comparison with major
Religious groups in India all age category 2022-23)

Hindu Muslim Christian
Less Higher Less Higher Less Higher

educated| educated educated | educated | educated educated
Row N % | RowN % Row N % | Row N %| Row N % Row N %

ST 96.9% | 3.1% 97.6% | 2.4% | 92.6% 7.4%
SC 94.5% | 5.5% 100.0%| 0.0% | 93.3% 6.7%
OBC 91.1% | 8.9% 95.9% | 4.1% | 86.9% 13.1%
others 81.6% | 18.4% | 97.6% | 2.4% | 79.8% 20.2%

Source: Periodic Labour force data 20222-23 unit level data

The provided data presents the distribution of individuals from different
social groups, categorized by religion (Hindu, Muslim, Christian), based on
their educational attainment levels (less educated vs. higher educated).
Here’s an interpretation of the data:

Among Hindus from Scheduled Tribes, 96.9% are less educated,
while 3.1% are higher educated.While among Muslims from Scheduled
Tribes, 97.6% are less educated, while 2.4% are higher educated.Among
Christians 92.6% are less educated, while 7.4% are higher educated.

In the case of SC, Hindu 5.5% are higher educated, while this zero in
the case of Muslims, while that of Christian, this percentage was 6.7 percent.

In the case of Hindu OBC 8.9% are higher educated; among Muslims
this was 4.1% and among Christian this 13.1% are higher educated.

Among others for Hindus, 18.4% are higher educated, this is only
2.4 for Muslim others and 20.2 for Christian other category

Across all social groups and religions, a higher proportion of individuals
are less educated compared to those who are higher educated. In most
cases, the percentage of less educated individuals is higher among Muslims
compared to Hindus and Christians within the same social group. The data
clearly shows that there may be variations in educational attainment levels
among different social groups, with certain groups exhibiting higher rates
of higher education compared to others.The disparities in educational
attainment levels among various social groups highlight the need for targeted
interventions and policies to address barriers to education and promote
equitable access to educational opportunities across different religious and
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social categories. The disparities in educational attainment across different
social groups and religions underscore the importance of addressing systemic
barriers and promoting inclusive educational policies to ensure equitable
access to higher education for all segments of society.

EDUCATION TECHNOLOGY AND DIGITAL DIVIDE IN INDIA

The digital divide can be broadly categorized into three levels
(Ragnedda and Kreitem, 2018, Scheerder et al., 2017). The first-level digital
divide refers to the divide that is measured through access to ICTs (i.e.,
having a computer and access to the Internet) and is expressed as a binary
outcome. The second-level digital divide refers to the gap in digital skills
required to use computer and the Internet. The third-level digital divide
measures “inequalities in the capacities to get the technology(Rajam et al.,
2021). This session analyses the extend of digital divide in between social
groups and between gender. Present study had not collected primary data,
it collects data mainly from two sources one is ASER 2023 for analyzing
gender differences and Rajan et al, 2021 for understanding digital divide in
between social classes(Rajam et al., 2021) and (Survey, 2023)

Digital divide in between genders

The ASER 2023 Report, “Beyond Basics”, focuses on digital access
and possibilities for youth in India. Here's a summary of the data and variables
used in the study:The study is based on a survey of about 35,000 youth
aged 14-18 years from 28 districts spread across 26 states. While not
nationally representative, the sample size and geographical spread provide
a general picture of the rural population in India.

Key Variables and Data Points

The report provides data on the availability and use of smartphones
among the youth. For instance, close to 90% of the 14-18 age group reported
having a smartphone at home, and more than 90% reported being able to
use such a device.

The report highlights differences in digital access and skills between
males and females. For example, males are more likely to have their own
smartphone than females (43.7% vs. 19.8%). The report includes data on
the ability of youth to perform digital tasks on a smartphone, like setting an
alarm, browsing for information, using Google Maps, and finding YouTube
videos. The survey also collected data on the use of social media and
knowledge of online safety features among the youth. This report combines
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both self-reported questionnaire data and direct assessments of digital skills.
This approach provides a comprehensive view of both the access to digital
devices and the actual skills to use them effectively. The report emphasizes
the digital divide in access and skills, with particular attention to gender
disparities. It also connects these findings to broader educational and socio-
economic contexts.

Overall, the ASER 2023 Report offers valuable insights into the digital
divide among youth in India, highlighting the disparities in digital access
and skills, particularly between genders. This data is crucial for understanding
the current state of digital literacy and for guiding policies and initiatives
aimed at bridging the digital divide in India.

The ASER 2023 Report provides detailed data on the digital divide in
India across social classes and genders. Here are some key findings from
the report that highlight this divide:

Gender Differences

There is a noticeable difference in smartphone availability and use
between males and females. For example, in the age group 14-18, 95.2%
of males and 94.2% of females have a smartphone at home. However,
72.9% of males can use a smartphone, compared to only 62.0% of females.
Additionally, 43.7% of males have their own smartphone, whereas only
19.8% of females do The ability to perform digital tasks on a smartphone
varies significantly between males and females. In tasks like browsing for
information, using Google Maps, and finding YouTube videos, males generally
outperform females. For instance, in using Google Maps, 48.9% of males
could perform the task, compared to just 25.3% of females (Table 42).

When it comes to using smartphones for educational activities, there
is a divide as well. For example, 67.1% of males and 62.0% of females who
could bring a smartphone to do digital tasks have used it for some educational
activities during the reference week.
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There is a gender disparity in social media usage and awareness of
online safety features. Approximately 93.4% of males and 87.8% of females
used social media in the reference week, but fewer females are aware of
safety features like blocking/reporting a profile or making a profile private.

Gender difference in technology usage

Figure 4: Primary possessor of smartphones across urban and rural households
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Figure 9: Proportion of children who use smartphones and the household members whose device was used across
urban and rural households
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Figure 10: Proportion of children who use their mother’s/father’s phone when their mother/father is the primary
possessor of the smartphone
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Source:(Survey, 2023)

As part of the survey process, the study team asked youth whether
they could bring a smartphone — their own, a family member’s, or a
neighbour’s — to do these tasks. During the process of piloting the tools, it
is noted that using a familiar phone provided an added level of comfort and
allowed youth to focus on the task at hand rather than on the device.
Hence, only those youth who were able to bring a smartphone were asked
to do the digital tasks. Overall, more than two thirds of the sample could do
so. But when examining the proportion of males and females who were
able to access a smartphone for the short time the gap is considerable —
73% of sampled males could do so, versus 62% of the females. If it is
assumed that the youth who could not bring a smartphone had low access
to the technology, and were therefore unlikely to have solved this question
correctly, this means that of the sample overall, 36% males and just 16%
females in the 14-18 age group were able to use Google Maps to figure out
the time it would take to reach the district bus stand.When examining
familiarity with smart phones, it initially seems that both male and female
youth have sufficient exposure to the technology. Approximately 95% of
males and 90% of females reported knowing how to use a Smartphone,
indicating a small gap of only 5 percentage points between the two genders.
However, the understanding of “knowing how to use a Smartphone” differs
significantly between males and females. For instance, males were more
than twice as likely as females to own their own Smartphone, implying that
they likely spend more time using the device and engage in a wider range
of tasks with it. This observation is supported by ASER data on Smartphone
usage: while similar proportions of male and female youth reported using
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smart phones for education-related tasks and social media during the
previous week, males were twice as likely as females to have ever used a
Smartphone for online services such as bill payments or ticket bookings
(38% of males compared to 19% of females). Ownership of a personal
Smartphone also allows for unsupervised use for non-educational or work-
related tasks. Survey data reinforces this notion, revealing that males were
significantly more likely than females to use smart phones for entertainment
purposes (e.g., 69% of males versus 46% of females reported playing games
on a Smartphone in the week before the survey). In essence, although
Smartphone technology has proliferated in rural India in recent years, these
findings clearly demonstrate that girls and young women have notably less
access to it compared to their male counterparts

These findings indicate a significant digital divide in India across
gender lines, with males generally having better access to and proficiency
with digital devices and the internet compared to females. This divide can
have implications for educational and economic opportunities, highlighting
the need for targeted interventions to bridge this gap.

Digital divide in between social classes

4

The document titled “Explaining Caste-based Digital Divide in India
provides a comprehensive analysis of the digital divide in India, focusing on
the disparities among different caste groups. Here are some key points
from the analysis:

The study uses data from the Household Social Consumption:
Education survey conducted by the National Sample Survey, Government
of India, between July 2017 and June 2018. This survey is nationally
representative and provides detailed information on various socioeconomic
and demographic characteristics, including access to and use of computers
and the Internet.

The paper categorizes the digital divide into three levels: First-level
digital divide; to access to ICTs, measured through having a computer and
Internet access. Second-level digital divide; the gap in digital skills required
to use a computer and the Internet and the third-level digital divide involves
inequalities in the benefits gained from accessing and using the Internet.

The paper highlights caste as a significant factor contributing to the
digital divide in India. Scheduled Castes (SC), Scheduled Tribes (ST), and
Other Backward Classes (OBC) are identified as disadvantaged groups, facing
historical socio-economic discrimination. This discrimination is evident in
their access to digital technologies.

The study found that the digital divide is largely explained by socio-
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economic disparities between different caste groups. Education and income
levels emerge as the most significant factors contributing to the digital
divide.

Rajam et al., (2021) found that all the disadvantaged caste groups
show poor access in computer ownership rate, Internet access rate, computer
literacy rate, Internet literacy rate and Internet use rate in India. Only
14.1% of the STs have access to the Internet as compared to 41.1% of
individuals from the other group. Differences in the computer literacy rate
across the caste groups are also pronounced, with only 11.2% of STs and
13.5% of SCs knowing how to use a computer. The same statistic for OBCs
is 18.9%. However, the corresponding figure for the others is 31.2%.
Compared to STs, SCs, and OBCs, the others are more affluent and better
educated. For example, mean years of schooling for others is 9.3, whereas
the same for STs and SCs is just around 7 years; and, it is 7.8 years for
OBCs. A much higher proportion of others live in urban areas as compared
to SC and ST individuals. For instance, 45% of other individuals live in
urban areas with better access to digital infrastructure. The corresponding
percentage for ST individuals is only 12.4%. The lower socioeconomic
position of the disadvantaged caste groups is also reflected in their
occupational distribution. For example, 19.7% of SC individuals belong to
the category of ‘casual workers in agriculture households’ which is considered
as a last resort in terms of occupation because of the poor working conditions
and low wages. On the contrary, the corresponding share for the others is
only 5.8%. Clearly, the overall socioeconomic status of the Others is
significantly better than the rest of the caste groups.

(Rajam et al., 2021) found that probit regression estimates indicate
that there are substantial gaps in outcome variables between others, and
each of the disadvantaged caste groups (SCs, STs, and OBCs). In other
words, probit analysis confirms that caste-based digital divide, measured
using different indicators, persists despite controlling for other socioeconomic
and demographic variables in the model. Tewathia et al., 2020 also found
that caste is an important predictor of access to ICTs in India. Educational
attainment of individuals is one of the important factors that are associated
with the individual’s access to Internet and computer literacy. the estimates
indicate that there is a significant gender based digital gap between males
and females. Females are less likely to use the Internet and be computer
literate as compared to men. Living in urban areas is associated with better
digital outcomes. In other words, there is a considerable rural-urban digital
gap in India(Rajam et al., 2021).

The study found that the differences in the educational attainments
of individuals from Others and each of the disadvantaged caste groups is
the most critical factor that explains gaps in computer literacy rate between
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them. For example, nearly half of the total gap in the computer literacy rate
between Others and ST individuals is explained by differences in their
educational attainment. The contribution of income is important in explaining
the gap in the computer literacy rate between Others and each of the
disadvantaged caste groups. Per capita income explains more than one-
fourth of the total gap between Other and SC individuals. If OBCs had the
same income as the Others, the gap in computer literacy rate between the
Others and OBC individuals would decrease by 29.3%. Other covariates,
like the occupation of the head of household and individual’s place of
residence, also contribute to the gap between the Others and the rest of
the caste groups. The state to which an individual belongs explains a tiny
proportion of the gap. The negative sign of age shows that the gap between
Others and STs in computer literacy rate would be 7 percentage points
higher if STs had a similar age distribution as the Others(Rajam et al.,
2021).

In summary, the document provides a thorough examination of the
caste-based digital divide in India, emphasizing the need for targeted policy
interventions to address socio-economic disparities that contribute to this
divide.After reviewing these two articles, it is evident that there is digital
divide in education especially between social class and between genders.
Moreover, it is found that majour portion of the digital divide in between
social class can be explained by the difference in educational attainment.
And hence the next session of this chapter analyses, extend of social
exclusion in the educational attainment by using 2022-23 periodic labour
force data.

Policy Implications

There is need for address this digital divide, it is crucial to focus on
improving the educational and income levels of the disadvantaged caste
groups. Policies should aim at increasing access to education and economic
opportunities for these groups, which in turn could help bridge the digital

gap.

Policy recommendations:

Education technology (EdTech) encompasses the use of technological
tools, resources, and platforms to enhance teaching and learning
experiences. It has the potential to revolutionize education by providing
access to knowledge, personalized learning experiences, and innovative
instructional methods. However, while EdTech has the capacity to
democratize education and bridge gaps, it also presents challenges related
to social exclusion. Social exclusion in the context of EdTech refers to the
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disparities in access to technology and digital resources among different
socio-economic groups, geographical regions, and marginalized communities.
These disparities can exacerbate existing inequalities in education and widen
the gap between privileged and disadvantaged groups., policymakers,
researchers, and stakeholders should understand the challenges and
opportunities surrounding the integration of technology in education,
particularly in addressing social exclusion. Policy makers should be acutely
aware of the challenges in education technology (EdTech) in the area of
inclusive growth due to several key reasons like its potential to widen
educational opportunities and promote inclusive growth by providing access
to quality education regardless of geographical location, socio-economic
status, or physical abilities. However, without careful consideration, there’s
a risk that certain groups may be left behind due to unequal access to
technology and digital resources. Policy makers need to be aware of these
disparities and work to bridge the digital divide to ensure that all students
have equal opportunities to benefit from EdTech. Inclusive growth relies
on a skilled and adaptable workforce. EdTech can play a crucial role in
developing the skills needed for the jobs of the future, including digital
literacy, critical thinking, problem-solving, and collaboration. However, there
are challenges in ensuring that EdTech tools and resources are accessible
and effective for all learners, including those from disadvantaged
backgrounds. Policy makers must address these challenges to ensure that
EdTech initiatives contribute to the development of a diverse and inclusive
workforce. Inclusive growth requires addressing learning gaps and ensuring
that all students have the opportunity to reach their full potential. EdTech
has the potential to personalize learning experiences and provide targeted
support to students with diverse learning needs. However, there are
challenges in ensuring that EdTech solutions are inclusive and accessible to
students with disabilities, language barriers, or other learning challenges.
Policy makers must prioritize investments in inclusive EdTech solutions and
support professional development for educators to effectively meet the needs
of all learners. Inclusive growth goes beyond economic prosperity to
encompass social inclusion and civic participation. EdTech can empower
individuals to become active participants in their communities and engage
in lifelong learning opportunities. However, there are challenges in promoting
digital citizenship, online safety, and responsible use of technology,
particularly among vulnerable populations. Policy makers must prioritize
initiatives that promote digital literacy, online safety, and digital rights to
ensure that all citizens can participate fully in the digital society. Inclusive
growth requires fostering an environment that supports innovation and
entrepreneurship. EdTech has the potential to spur innovation in education,
create new economic opportunities, and empower individuals to become
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creators rather than just consumers of technology. However, there are
challenges in ensuring that the benefits of EdTech innovation are accessible
and inclusive for all entrepreneurs, including those from underrepresented
groups. Policy makers must create supportive ecosystems that encourage
diversity and inclusion in EdTech entrepreneurship and provide access to
funding, mentorship, and networking opportunities.

In conclusion, policy makers play a critical role in addressing the
challenges and opportunities in education technology to promote inclusive
growth. By prioritizing investments in equitable access to EdTech, supporting
the development of relevant skills, addressing learning gaps, promoting
digital citizenship, and fostering innovation and entrepreneurship, policy
makers can ensure that EdTech contributes to a more inclusive and
prosperous society

Conclusion:

This article has critically examined the landscape of social exclusion
in higher education in India within the context of education technology.
Through a thorough analysis of secondary data, it has highlighted the
persistent digital divide along the lines of social class and gender. Despite
the potential of education technology to democratize access, it is evident
that historical and systemic inequalities continue to manifest in the digital
realm. This underscores the urgent need for nuanced policy interventions
that not only address technological disparities but also consider the broader
socio-economic factors contributing to educational exclusion.

Policy Recommendations:

1. Develop and implement policies to make digital devices and internet
access more affordable and accessible, especially in rural and marginalized
communities.

2. Introduce comprehensive digital literacy programs across all levels
of education to equip students with the necessary skills to effectively use
technology.

3. Encourage the development of inclusive EdTech solutions that
cater to diverse learning needs and cultural contexts.

4. Focus on targeted schemes to uplift historically marginalized
groups, including special scholarships, mentorship programs, and
community-based educational initiatives.

5.Regularly conduct research to monitor the impact of education
technology on different social groups and adjust policies accordingly.

6. Foster collaborations between the government, private sector, and
NGOs to expand the reach and efficacy of educational technologies.

Government Arts & Science College - Research Journal =~ 53



Social Exclusion in the Era of Education...

7. Enhance teacher training programs to include modules on using
EdTech tools effectively in diverse classroom settings.

8. Invest in the development of robust educational infrastructure,
particularly in remote and under-served areas.

9. Incorporate modules in the curriculum that promote cultural
sensitivity and social awareness among students.

In conclusion, while the advent of education technology brings forth
new opportunities, it also poses significant challenges in the context of
social exclusion. It is imperative that interventions in the educational sector
are designed with a deep understanding of these complexities. The goal
should be to create an inclusive educational landscape where technology
acts as a bridge, not a barrier, for learners from all walks of life.
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Abstract

The impact of the pandemic is not gender-neutral. It falls heavily on
women than men. This study makes an enquiry of reasons for this
disproportionality and its extent during the pandemic COVID- 19. The first
question was studied by doing library research where articles of a similar
kind were reviewed. The second part of the study analysed the extent of
disproportionality by using the secondary data published by UNWOMEN on
this issue.

Introduction

An unprecedented pandemic, COVID 19, has sent mankind into a
tizzy. Virtually, no person in the world left without feeling the pinch of
pandemic stress during this period. Millions have lost their livelihood.
Economic activities came to a standstill for months in almost all countries.
The people, the government and the corporates are still on their warpath
to overcome the strains the pandemic has leftover their lives. Pandemic like
adversities always put the vulnerable groups in a fix than the better
endowed.Children, women, aged like susceptible groups were hard hit during
the lethal pandemic periods of Spanish flu, Zika, plague etc. The mortality
of women aged between 15 and 49 due to the Spanish flu epidemic was 4.9
per thousand, but that of pregnant women was between 5.3 and 5.7 per
thousand. These were the findings of studies performed in the USA, where
it was found that compared to non-pregnant women; pregnant women had
a 50 per cent higher chance of developing pneumonic complications. If
pneumonia had developed, such women were 50 per cent more likely to
die(REID, 2005). The epidemics often reverts the biological and physiological
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female survival advantage. The societal conditions, gender inequities in
access to resources, welfare and protection, inequalities in exposure to
points of contagion born out of gendered roles etc. increase the mortality
of women during the pandemic period than normal period.It pointsto the
existence of certain kinds of structural inequalities and vulnerabilities hidden
from view in ‘normal times’(Curtis, 2021). During the time of the pandemic,
the duty of nursing the affected normally falls on women. During almost all
outbreaks, women provide the majority of care to the ill voluntarily in their
homes at great risk and cost to themselves(Gender Matters in Responding
to Major Disease Outbreaks like Ebola - World, n.d.).When plague wreaked
havoc in the city of London, during the bleak months of 1665, the duty of
nursing the affected invariably fell to women. Individual parishes were
expected to enforce city-wide Plague Orders, which stipulated that two
women be appointed to serve as ‘keepers’ (or nurses) to those found to be
infected (Women of the Plague, n.d.). “The Black Death period of 1349-51,
as well as recurring plagues in the 100 years up to 1450, often had a sex-
selective effect—killing more women than in non-plague years”(Curtis &
Roosen, 2017).Gender role influences exposure to infectious agents and
the treatment the affected gets. Besides, it decides the frequency and
intensity of infection (World Health Organization, 2007)

Pandemic at any period, though it happened in the 15" century or
this 21t century, is gender-biased and it has its special reasons and extent
from time to time, country to country and period to period.It is in this
context the issue of gender bias of the new pandemic COVID 19 becomes
important and this paper attempts an enquiry into the reasons and extent
and pattern of the impact of COVID 19 on women. The reasons were
identified through library research and the extent of the disproportionality
of impact was studied by using secondary data analysis.

Why do women more prone to the epidemics?

The influence of sex and gender on epidemics was an issue of
discussion for several years. Sex is the biological characteristic of men and
women and it is proven that these differences influence the susceptibility to
an infectious disease.”Anatomical and hormonal differences between males
and females can influence the infectious disease process”(World Health
Organization, 2007). When social practices assign different roles to this
biologically determined sex, it becomes gender and gender roles also
influence the susceptibility and exposure to an infectious disease. While
addressing the issue of sex and gender in epidemic-prone infectious diseases
the WHO study conducted in 2007 segregates five main reasons for gender
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bias of a disease. They are: 1) time spent at home and away from home, 2)
Responsibility for caring for the sick, 3) Care for livestock, 4) Access to
health care and 5) Scientific knowledge about treatment.

Biological factors also make women vulnerable. Pregnant people are
at an increased risk for severe illness from COVID-19 when compared to
non-pregnant people(Pregnant and Recently Pregnant People, 2021).
Epidemic times exert psychological pressure on women rather than
men.Pregnant women and girls interviewed in Brazil during the Zika virus
pandemic reported that they often suffered anxiety and uncertainty during
the pandemic related to the possibility of getting Zika during their
pregnancies. (Neglected and Unprotected, 2017)

Accessibility to health care is another dilemma most of the women in
low-income countries have to face. When the men and material of the
health care system concentrate on the prevention and eradication of
pandemic, the pregnant and other weak get little medical attention that
they require regularly. The field studies conducted by Human Rights Watch
in Brazil during the Zika Virus pandemic proves it. (Neglected and
Unprotected, 2017) A pandemic may change the life of a mother laborious
if it leads to pregnancy-related complications and affects the neonatal. During
the Zika outbreak, In Brazil, more than 2,600 children were born with
microcephaly and other complications who required long-term support and
care. “Their primary caregivers are very often women whose lives are
profoundly changed by having children with disabilities without receiving
the full support they need from the government and society. Mothers raising
children with Zika syndrome told Human Rights Watch they faced obstacles
in accessing adequate information and support both at the time of delivery,
and as their children grew and developed”.(Neglected and Unprotected,
2017)

Almost all studies related to the impact of the pandemic on women
unanimously prove that lockdown like measures adopted during the
pandemic exacerbate domestic violence against women. “The lockdown
exacerbated the factors contributing to domestic violence, severely limited
survivors” ability to seek help and redress, and placed severe burdens on
providers seeking to intervene and respond to survivors.”("An Ongoing
Pandemic,” 2015) The findings of a study conducted surveying 374 adults
suggest that during the COVID pandemic, the efforts to control the virus
dramatically increased Intimate Partner Violence. (Cannon et al., 2021)

The economic impacts of a pandemic like crisis fall heavily on the
women workers of informal sectors. The large exodus of migrant workers
experienced in India immediately after the announcement of lockdown on
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24 March 2020 exposed the pathetic condition of migrant workers of India,
the majority of them are working in informal sectors. Their exodus to their
home situated kilometres and kilometres away from their workplace by
walk was the bitter outcome of their haplessness. Women and children in
the group were the most suffered of that lockdown resultant migrant exodus.
Among developing and emerging economies, India’s informal sector is the
largest. It is estimated that informal workers make up nearly 90% of India’s
labour force, and among women who work, more than 90% work in the
informal economy (Bonnet et al 2019). In the informal sector, the wage to
women is less than men across work and states in India. They lack adequate
access to markets, formal sources of credit, and have limited bargaining
power to improve their working conditions and earnings. In India, these
women belong primarily to socially disadvantaged castes and communities,
which exacerbate inequities and push them towards high risk of poverty.

Recent research of Initiative for What Works to Advance Women and
Girls in the Economy (IWWAGE - is an initiative of LEAD, an action-oriented
research centre of IFMR Society (a not-for-profit society registered under
the Societies Act)for evaluating their long-running programmes of working
with women in the informal economy in West Bengal and Jharkhand during
COVID time explains the economic consequences the pandemic spilt upon
women of informal sectors.In West Bengal, their sample consists of women
engaged in rolling beedis and 71% of the respondents reported that their
contractors either stopped or was giving significantly fewer orders. The
domestic workers they surveyed reported salary cuts and 33% reported
the loss of jobs during lockdown months. In Jharkhand, the surveyed women
construction workers were found not registered with any welfare board and
hence didn't get any relief packages(SEWA-Report.Pdf, n.d.)

The pandemic has exacerbated the miseries of tribal people too.
Tribal people of India heavily depend on the collection and sale of forest
products to meet their livelihood. Moreover, they live with their day to day
earnings and living out of past savings is least in them. Here also women
are more prone to pandemic upset. “Adivasi women depend on minor forest
products, which include timber, forest medicine, herbs, honey, gooseberry,
tree gum, and fruits that give them livelihood. During the summer season,
this is @ major source of income for the tribal women. But, due to the
lockdown, the weekly markets got closed and the Adivasi women were left
with no earnings”. “Even for a hand wash one requires a good amount of
water, whereas the tribal women have to walk miles to collect water for
drinking and household purposes”. (*COVID-19 Pandemic and Tribal Women
in Nanded District of Maharashtra,” 2021)
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During distresses, women lose jobs faster than men and when the
economy recovers it is again women who fail to re-join fast in the labour
force. “In terms of economic opportunity, it has been seen that more
women lost jobs compared to men and fewer have been able to re-join
labour force. ("COVID-19 and Women'’s Labour Crisis,” 2021)

A McKinsey study says that women makeup 39 per cent of global
employment but account for 54 per cent of overall job loss during COVID-
19. The study finds the increasing burden of unpaid care taken by women
as the reason for this disproportionate effect on women. The analysis of
McKinsey during COVID lockdowns shows that female jobs are 19% more
at risk than males simply because women are mainly working in those
sectors which are more negatively affected by the COVID-19 crisis.Moreover,
the crisis has thrown a disproportionate impact on female entrepreneurship.

The above review of literature unravels several reasons for the
asymmetrical impact of a pandemic on women. More than biological
differences,gender roles played by women are the leading reasons for this
discrepancy. Among them, the caretaker role played by the women in families
causes a vigorous disproportionate impact on women during pandemics.
The economic impact of a distressing time on women was exacerbated by
her high presence in the informal sector, forced migration, lack of adequate
access to economic opportunities like market, credit etc., the discrepancy in
wages, limited bargaining power and the employment of women in highly
negatively affected sectors.

The extent of the disproportion of epidemic burden

The UNWOMEN has conducted Rapid Gender Assessments (RGA)
between March 2020 and March 2021 in at least 52 countries to know how
COVID-19 was impacting women and men. The RGA focused on five areas
of concern: 1) economic activities and resources; 2) unpaid domestic and
care work; 3) access to goods and services; 4) emotional and physical
wellbeing, and 5) relief measures.The assessment collected information on
various variables under each area of concern. The present study has picked
very relevant six variables from them and analysed them to know the extent
of the disproportionality of COVID-19 between women and men in nine
countries of Asia and the Pacific. The following tables are prepared from
the said data.
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Table-1
Socio-Economic Impact of COVID-19
Countries % of respondents lost | % of respondents % of respondents
job reported a decrease | reported an increase
in hours worked in at least 3 domestic
activities
(1) (2) 3)
Women Men Women Men Women Men
Afghanistan 16 16 35 62 40 18
Bangladesh 21 22 47 30 26 18
Cambodia 36 14 54 63 15 12
Indonesia 35 24 43 55 27 12
Maldives 16 14 75 66 27 19
Nepal 23 38 67 66 35 32
Pakistan 29 46 43 47 23 14
Philippines 13 14 51 39 32 52
Thailand 28 21 76 66 32 27
Average 24 23 55 55 29 23

Source: Prepared from the data available at https://
data.unwomen.org/rga

Variables (1) and (2) represents access to economic resources during
the pandemic and on average, the loss is more or less the same across
gender. In countries like Cambodia, Indonesia Pakistan and Thailand the
loss of a job is higher than average for women. In Nepal and Pakistan, the
job loss is higher than average for men. In the case of a decrease in jobs,
Nepal, Maldives and Thailand responses show higher than average for both
genders.

Almost all studies on the impact of the pandemic on women
unanimously accept the fact that the domestic activities undertaken
disproportionally by the women is the root cause of most of the miseries of
women during the pandemic. In that sense, the variable (3) is much
important and the average proves the disproportionality too. The increase
in domestic activity due to pandemic is higher in women than men. Except
for the Philippines, in all other countries, the data shows and proves this
disproportionality which unfavours women.
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Table - 2
Socio-Economic Impact of COVID-19
Countries % of respondents | % of respondents [% of respondents
reported access to | whose psychological, | who received
medical facilities is | mental and emotional cash relief
more difficult health is affected from Govt.
Women Men Women Men Women Men
Afghanistan 82 77 89 86 5 7
Bangladesh 48 46 80 79 6 11
Cambodia 30 37 60 59 0 3
Indonesia 40 50 68 57 16 29
Maldives 47 47 74 68 6 12
Nepal 47 48 78 67 3 4
Pakistan 49 46 73 76 3 14
Philippines 39 61 79 87 16 32
Thailand 39 33 88 83 13 9
Average 47 49 77 74 8 13

Source: Prepared from the data available at https://
data.unwomen.org/rga

The access to medical facilities is more or less the same across gender
but it was reported high for both gender in Afghanistan. The mental health
of both genders was severely affected during the pandemic and the impact
is slightly higher for women. In the case of relief distribution, the difference
is visible. Relief distribution in the form of cash is less among these countries
and only 13% of men and 8% of women got relief in cash on an average in
these countries. More than its limited coverage, its gender discrimination is
more worrisome.

The absolute difference, the difference between women and men is
then taken to get more clarity in the extent of disproportionality. The following
table represents the data.
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Table -3
Socio-Economic Impact of COVID-19

Countries Deprivation| Disproportionate| Deprivation Deprived | Discriminated
of Job Domestic of Medical Mental Official
Burden Access Health Care
Afghanistan 0 22 5 3 2
Bangladesh -1 8 2 1 5
Cambodia 22 3 -7 1 3
Indonesia 11 15 -10 11 13
Maldives 2 8 0 6 6
Nepal -15 3 -1 11 1
Pakistan -17 9 3 -3 11
Philippines -1 -20 -22 -8 16
Thailand 7 5 6 5 -4

Source: Prepared from the data available at https://
data.unwomen.org/rga

The five areas of concern;1) economic activities and resources; 2)
unpaid domestic and care work; 3) access to goods and services; 4)
emotional and physical wellbeing, and 5) relief measures, are represented
by five variables; 1) deprivation of job, 2) disproportionate domestic burden,
3) deprivation of medical facilities, 4) deprived mental health and 5)
discriminated official care, respectively. The absolute difference between
women and men are taken for each variable except for the last one where
the difference between men and women is taken. The positive sign shows
that women are discriminated whereas the negative sign indicates that
men are discriminated. The state of the disproportion or discrimination in
five variables across nine countries is represented by 45 data cells of the
above table. Out of which 12 cells show negative signs whereas the rest 33
cells bear positive signs. The above table in that sense approves the wide
prevalence of disproportionality of burden during the pandemic time. Except
for the Philippines in all other countries, the disproportionality is against
women.

The library research is done in the first part and the secondary data
analysis of the later part uphold the view that the impact of pandemics is
not gender-neutral. It affects women badly than men counterparts. The
socio-economic factors that determined gender roles are the main reasons
for this disproportionality and a comprehensive and paradigm restructuring
of these roles will only help to remove this disproportionality.
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Abstract

This paper examines the impact of the pandemic Covid-19 on the
internal migrants working in the southern Indian state,Kerala. The
unexpected spread of the pandemic has brought insecurity in the
employment and concerns on the health of internal migrant working in
different states of India. The consecutive lockdowns and resulted labour
market disequilibrium had affected the regular job and social interactions
of internal migrants. As the Kerala working labour force contains more than
26 percent as internal migrant workers, studies related to this vulnerable
group during Covid-19 pandemic would give us some insights. This paper
tries to shed light in to the life of internal migrants working in the micro,
small and medium firms of Kerala during Covid-19 pandemic in terms of
their health and income. Primary data regarding the income and health
status of internal migrants working in micro, small and medium firms were
collected for this study. By analyzing the survey data it was seen that income
of the internal migrants have been decreased drastically due to Covid-19
related factors where as the health concern of the migrants working in the
manufacturing units of the state were not that much serious as it was
observed in the other states of India. The measures taken by the Government
of Kerala to promote the social security of the migrant workers has reduced
the distress of migrant workers during the national lockdown.

Key words:

Pandemic, internal migrants, interstate migrants, lockdown

Introduction

The deplorable conditions of internal migrants have been seen in
India at the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic. The rapid spread of the
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pandemic had blocked all the commercial and economic activities of the
country and resulted in to the wide spread panic among the people especially
on internal migrants. According to the 2011 Census, there were 450 million
internal migrants in India by the ‘Place of Last Residence’ and thus it accounts
for the 37.7 per cent of the total population of the country (Registrar General
of India 2011). Based on the census trends, it is estimated that about 600
million internal migrants would be there in the country in 2020. Among
this, one-third are interstate and inter-district migrants which accounts to
200 million, and within this 200 million, two-thirds are estimated to be
migrant workers that roughly constitute 140 million (Gupta 2020). Migrant
workers are the most vulnerable sections of the society in times of
emergencies and pandemic. Some of the 272 million international migrants
worldwide are more vulnerable than others because of personal, social,
situational and structural factors. Their vulnerabilities may be exacerbated
in crisis situations, as it is the case with the COVID-19 pandemic (Migration
fact sheet No.6- IOM, 2021).

As far as India is concerned a significant number of migrant workers
are temporary or seasonal migrants. Studies observed that with 21 out of
every 1000 migrants classified as a temporary or seasonal migrants in 2007—
08 (Keshri and Bhagat 2013). It showed that the bulk of these migrants
also hail from marginalized sections of the country and these migrants are
involved in the informal sector employment, making them some of the
most vulnerable working groups, which further exclude them from social
security benefits and even basic rights at the workplace (Srivastava and
Sutradhar 2016). The features of internal migration and particularly their
underestimation on the part of the central and state governments came to
light with the onset of the pandemic and specifically the policy response
towards it (IrudayaRajan, S., Sivakumar, P. &Srinivasan, A. 2020). Kerala
as it characterizes a peculiar flow of out migration and in migration of
labouracross the countries and the states.The literature and various estimates
on the internal migration of the state observed that a large population from
the north and north eastern part of India have moved to this tiny state with
hopes and dreams due to push and pull impulses, while their work status,
living status and social space have to be addressed and researched to
strengthen the production and social space in the state. This study tries to
examine the status of internal migrants working in Kerala in the midst of
Covid-19 pandemic.

Background of the Study

While going through the literature on the migration phenomenon of
the state, it is apparent that a circular pattern is visible in the migration
flow of Kerala. The unique pattern of labour movement in the state could
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be termed as ‘migration paradox’ as it establishes a phenomenon which
causes people to migrate from the origin to other nations due to
unemployment and in turn the flow of internal in migrants from different
destinations to the origin due to the employment opportunities created by
the outmigration (Kabeer and Abdulla, 2021). An interesting paradox of
Kerala model of development is high external migration of the people from
the state to the other countries and in turn, high internal migration towards
the state from the other regions of the country in response to the employment
opportunities created by this outmigration. This phenomenon of migration
may be termed as “migration paradox” and this paradox is evolved in the
state due to the vacuum created by the external migrants and the increased
remittances from them to the state. The labour market of Kerala is
characterised by the paradoxical coexistence of high unemployment rate
and high demand for labour (Nair, 1997).

As per the estimation of Gulati Institute of Finance and Taxation
(GIFT), Thiruvananthapuram, in 2013, the volume of internal migrants or
Domestic Migrant Labourers (DML) was 2.5 million in the year 2013.
Assuming that the estimation is rigorous and extrapolating when taking
into account the net annual addition of migrants, possible growth in migration
rate, as well as accounting for the migration from the neighbouring states,
Kerala was expected to have 3.5 to 4 million inter-state migrant workers in
2018 (Narayana, C. S. Venkiteswaran, 2013). The estimated figure state
that the size of internal migrants in the state population comes to around
12 percent and its volume is high in many districts like Ernakulum, Palakkad,
and Kozhikode.A contemporary study by JajatiKeshariParida, submitted to
the Kerala state planning board in March 2021, has estimated the stock of
internal migrants as 31.4 lakhs. It is noted that the growth rate of temporary
migration has been rising, whereas the growth rate of permanent migration
is declining in Kerala. The growth rate of temporary migration was about
6.5 percent per annum during the year 2005-06. This growth rate increased
to about 9 percent during 2017-18. On the other hand, the growth rate of
permanent migration declined from 7.7 percent to about 4 percent per
annum during 2005-06 and 2017-18. The rising temporary migration from
other states is mainly because of the increasing demand for these workers
in Kerala, particularly for the low-skilled jobs (JajatiKeshariParida, 2021).
The report has projected the number of interstate migrants in Kerala for
2025 and 2030 based on the growth rates of interstate migration. From the
given trend, it is estimated that the total number of migrants in Kerala will
be 45.7 lakhs by the year 2025 and 55.9 lakhs by the year 2030.

Situating the internal migrants in the midst of a pandemic like Covid-
19 has greater relevance as this vulnerable group has 26 percent in the
total working labour force of the state. Internal migrants had undergone a
miserable life during Covid-19 pandemic all over the country while the gravity
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of their sufferingswas different from the state to state. In these
circumstances, present paper tries to make an insight on the job and health
security of internal migrants working in the micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSMESs) of the Kerala. Therefore, the focus of the study is on
the following objectives.
1) To understand the health status andthe health concerns of internal
migrants during Covid-19 pandemic and
2) To understand the income and employment related issues of the
internal migrantsduring Covid-19 pandemic.

Data and Methodology of the study

The empirical analysis of the study is based on primary data collected
from the inter-state migrants working in the MSMEs of Ernakulam and
Kozhikode district of Kerala by administering a structured interview schedule.
Ernakulam and Kozhikode are the two districts in Kerala having higher
number of internal migrant working in different sectors. From these districts
two industrial clusters namely; plywood and footwear are taken as the
sample population for the study.Industrial clustering was done by the Ministry
of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) for enhancing the
productivity and competitiveness as well as capacity building of small
enterprises in the state. Major clusters are there in the areas of wood,
plywood, furniture, plastic, rubber, rice mill, printers, footwear, textile ethnic
food, agriculture implements and general engineering.For the present study
sample data are collected from the plywood cluster ofErnakulam district
and footwear cluster of Kozhikode district.

A multi stage random sampling technique is used to select sufficient
number of sample from these clusters. Firstly, these clusters are grouped
in to small, micro and medium industries on the basis of their registration
and from each cluster five micro units, three small and one medium industry
are identified as sample units by using simple random techniques. A sample
of 450 inter-state migrants is selected as sample for the present study and
out of which 225 samples are taken from plywood cluster of Ernakulam
district and 225 samples are taken from the footwear cluster of Kozhikode
district. Each cluster has small, micro and medium enterprises and from
each enterprise a sample of 75 migrants are identified randomly and taken
as sample for the study. In the Likert scale 1 stands for strongly disagree or
highly dissatisfactory, and 2 for disagree or dissatisfy, where as 3 stands for
uncertain or neutral. On the other hand 4 stands for agree or satisfactory
and 5 for strongly agree or highly satisfactory. The reliability of Likert scale
is tested and validated using Cronbach’s alpha tests.
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Discussion of the Result

The domestic migrant workers of Kerala mainly come from neighboring
states like Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and other long distant northern states
like West Bengal, Bihar, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand, Orissa and North
Eastern states (Economic Review 2018-Kerala state Planning Board). For
the present study, data of migrants were collected from the MSMEs of the
sample areas and the state wise number of migrant labourerssays that the
plywood firms encompass more migrant labourers from Assam and Orissa
as these people have previous connection with timber and related works. It
is also seen that migrant labourers from Bihar are seen more in the footwear
firms and followed by labourers from UP and Assam. An interesting
observation from the survey was on the migrant labourers of West Bengal.
It is seen that only 12.9 percent migrant labourers from West Bengal are
engaged in the works of MSMEs even though their number is high in the
total domestic migrant labourers of the state. With regard to the distribution
of migrant worker from different States of India, it is seen that out of the
total inter-state migrant workers, 41 per cent are from West Bengal followed
by Assam (14 per cent) and Odisha (11 per cent) (Economic Review 2018-
Kerala state Planning Board). It is observed that most of the migrants from
West Bengal are engaged in the construction sector and their presence is
comparatively less in the MSMEs of the state.

Health and Income Status of the Internal Migrants
during Covid-19 Pandemic

COVID-19 outbreak had turned into a human crisis due to mass
departure of migrant workers from cities in several states to their villages.
Migrant workers constitute quite a large proportion of vulnerable population
and they suffer from the casualties of pandemics when compared to any
other section of people. In this part, we look in to effects of epidemics
COVID-19 on the income and health of migrant workers. This paper analyses
the health and income status of the internal migrants during Covid-19 in
the state. The first part of the paper looks in to the health related aspects
of internal migrants and the second part discusses the job and income
security of migrant workers.Theeffect of Covid-19 pandemic on the physical,
social and mental health of internal migrants is discussed here to get an
insight on the life of the migrants in the state.

Part-I: Pandemic and the health of internal migrants

Literature related to the work life of internal migrants reveal that
social protection and health care of the migrant workers are totally neglected
in India. Studies reveal that a significant number of them live in unhealthy
conditions facing various health related risks. Inadequate access to
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healthcare services for migrant workers at the destinations increases the
health vulnerabilities of them and causing for the potential spread of the
diseases among them. Migrant workers always miss good work environment
and therefore, they need special provisions to ensure adequate amount of
facilities including access to health services, accommodation and clean
sanitation facilities. The lack of access to basic health services and provision
of lack of social security for interstate migrant workers raises serious concerns
about their health. This study has observed the health status of internal
migrants in the midst of Covid-19 pandemic and tried to assess the impact
of pandemic on the health of the migrants working in different MSME firms.
Table 1:1 explains how the pandemic was affected on the health of migrants.

Table 1.1

Health related issues of internal migrants
Health related Responses of Migrants
issues of internal Plywood Footwear Total
migrants Aways | Often | Not |Aways | Often [ Not | Aways | Often Not

atall atall atall
Affected with
Covid-19 15 0 2100 12 0] 213 21 0 423 | 450
disease (6.66%)[ (0%)[ (93.3%){(5.33%) |  (0%) | (%4.6%)| (6%) [ (0%) [ (94%) | (100%)
Concern
over health
issues during 21 154f  50[ 10 21 213 3 156 263 | 450
pandemic (9.33%)(68.4%)| (22.22%) | (4.44%) | (0.88%) | (94.6%) | (6.88%) | (34.6%) |(58.44%) | (100%)
Concern over
medical
expenses during 3 145( 49 10 10 205 4 155 2541 450
pandemic (6.88%) |(64.44%)[ (21.77%)) (444%) | (444%) [ (910%) [ (9.11%) [ (34:4%) | (56.44%) [ (100%)
Issues with
proper medical 25 80[ 120 5 101 210 30 90 330 | 450
treatment (10.11%)(35.95%)| (53.33%)] (222%) | (4.44%) [ (93.33%)) (&%) [ (20%) | (73.33%) | (100%)
Problems
in visiting 101 75 140 6 15 204 16 90 3441 450
PHCs (4.44%)(33.33%)[ (62.22%)) (2.66%) | (6.66%) [ (90.66%) | (3.55%) [ (20%) | (764%) [ (100%)
Problems
faced to et free
treatment from 71 1071 111 1 139 75 18 246 186 | 450
private hospital | (3.11%) ((47.55%)| (49.33%)| (4.88%) | (61.77%) | (33.33%) [  (4%) | (54.6%) | (41.33%) | (100%)
Source: Field survey
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A detailed survey was conducted among internal migrants working
in the plywood and footwear industries of the state. Altogether, we will be
able to see from the tablel.1that Covid-19 pandemic has not affected the
internal migrants of the state at an extend which was expected by us with
regard to health related aspects of migrants. It is observed that internal
migrants in Kerala are safer while comparing with the migrant workers of
other states. Form the survey, it was observed that only 6 percent of migrant
workers were affected with Covid-19 virus and 94 per cent of migrants
were safe in the state. It is also observed that majority of migrants were
expressed less concern over health issues and medical expenses. It is seen
that 73.33 percent of migrants did not face problem with medical treatment
as it is freely available in public health centres. Interestingly, migrant workers
working in medium footwear firms expressed less concern over their health
issues as the firms provide them ESI and insurance services. It is again
observed from the table 1.1 that almost all the internal migrants working in
the footwear firms responded positively to their health concerns during
pandemic as they got better care from their firms especially to the workers
of medium firms while the migrant workers of plywood firms showed more
concern over their health issues as most of the plywood firms treat them as
unorganised workers.

It is also seen that migrants do not have problem to visit public
healthcentres run by government and 76.4 percent of migrants do not see
problem in receiving free treatment from there. Benoy Peter et al; (2020)
observed that Kerala's experience to promote the welfare of migrant workers
in the state offers important lessons for the inclusion of migrant workers in
India and the government has played a very crucial role in alleviating the
distress of migrant workers through policy measures at state level, it has
enumerated and was directly involved in providing food and other services.
Studies conducted during Covid-19 pandemic observed that government
efforts to mitigate the problems of internal migrants might have helped
them to feel safe in the state.

Pandemic and the social and
psychological life of internal migrants

The COVID-19 pandemic has upset the daily routine of every working
class due to lockdown measures laid down by most of the states and of
course, it has hit the social life of internal migrants everywhere in the country.
Many of the internal migrants either lost their regular job or met with a
reduction in the monthly income due to lock-down. This has increased the
vulnerability of migrants with regard to their socio-economic and
psychological life. It is observed that migrants have always been vulnerable
to various psychological and physical health issues and the ongoing pandemic
further extended their distress and increased the physical and mental health
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concerns (Kabeer and Abdulla, 2021). Studies say that uncertainty about
the duration of lockdown, eagerness to travel and meet their family, fear of
being abandoned or deserted by their employers, insecurity over income
and job etc; had created a panic situation in the life of internal migrants.
This part of the paper analyses how the pandemic has influenced the mental
health and social life of migrants in the Kerala state with reference to the
migrant workers of MSMEs. Various questions regarding the mental health
and social life of migrants were asked in the survey and the summary of the
survey is given in the table 1.2.

Table 1.2:
Social and psychological life of internal migrants
during Covid-19 pandemic

Psycho-social Responses of Migrants
dimensions Plywood Footwear Total
Aways | Often | Not [Aways | Often [ Not [ Aways | Often Not
atall atall atal
Panic during 7| 154 64 0 2 23 7 156 287 450
lock-down (3.11%) [ (68.4%)[ (28.4%)[ (0%) | (0.88%) | (99.3%) | (1.55%) [(34.66%) | (63.77%) | (100%)
Faced
discrimination
from local 2| 120f 103 0 2 23 2 122 326 | 450
community (0.88%) (53.3%)| (45.77%)| ~ (0%) | (0.88%) [ (99.3%)| (0.44%) [(27.11%) | (72.44%) | (100%)
Felt safety
during lock- T4l 147 40 220 5 5 2% 152 41 450
down (32.88%) 1 (65.3%)| (1.77%)) (97.7%) | (2.22%) | (2.22%) | (65.33%) |(33.77%) | (0.88%) | (100%)
My family was
afraid of me 801 100 451 60 140 25 140 240 70| 450
during pandemic | (35.55%) [44.44%)|  (20%){(26.66%) | (62.22%) | (11.11%) | (31.11%) [(53.33%) | (15.58%) | (100%)
Faced
humiliation
from social
media hype
at the onset of 2| 133 90 0 79 146 2 236 212|450
pandemic (0.88%)[59.11%)|  (40%)|  (0%) | (35.1%) |(64.88%) | (0.44%) [(5244%) | (47.11%) | (100%)
We are afraid
of our group 5[ 130 90 6 75 144 11 205 234 450
living (222)(57.17%)|  (40%)| (2.66%) | (33.33%) | (64%) | (244%) | (45.5%) |  (52%) | (100%)
Source: Field survey
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Table 1.2 gives us detailed information regarding the socio-
psychological dimensions of internal migrant’s life and by which we could
assess the social and mental status of migrant workers during pandemic.
From the table it is observed that only 1.55 percent of migrants were panic
due to the uncertainty and hypes created by the pandemic whereas majority
of the migrants were not panic in the midst of pandemic and lockdown.
Problems of feeling loneliness and fear of family are some of the mental
issues that migrants often face during health causality. It is also observed
from the table that internal migrant’s family seems to be not panic as their
family member is being safe here in Kerala during pandemic. Another issue
often faced by the migrants is social discrimination and humiliation from
local community. But it is also seen from the table that only 2 migrants felt
discrimination during lock down where as72.44 percent of the migrants did
not face any type of discrimination from local community. There was a
great concern about group living of the migrants at the onset of pandemic
but these migrants were less worried about their group living and it seems
that this group living might have helped the internal migrants in reducing
their tensions and mental agonies during lockdown and related problems.

It is again observed from the table 1.2 that majority of internal
migrants felt safety during lock down as they received free food from
community kitchen and also other helps from their sponsors during lock
down. Data from the table also shows comparatively better status for migrant
workers working in the footwear firms as these firms provide better work
environment for the migrant workers. Provision of ESI, provident fund,
better accommodation etc. seen in the medium footwear firms might have
helped the migrant workers to lead a panic free life during lockdowns.
Apart from government initiatives, the collective efforts of the volunteers,
activists, Civil Society Organisations, corporate entities, employers,
contractors and neighbourhood societies to support migrants in the pandemic
has become an amazing model of extending help to the vulnerable. The
social media groups were also created at the national level to facilitate
interstate support for migrant workers (Benoy Peter, 2020). From these
discussions, it could be conclude that the state’s concern in the welfare of
the interstate migrant workers is reflected in the socio-psychological life of
migrants working here.

During the COVID-19 lockdown, the Kerala government’s intervention
to help the migrant workers in the state was reasonably inclusive and
appreciable. The state’s effective response to workers’ distress during the
lockdown emanates from its overall disaster preparedness and resilience
achieved from confronting two consecutive state-wide natural disasters and
a public health emergency in the immediate past (Benoy Peter, 2020)...
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Kerala is the first Indian state to enact a social security scheme for migrant
workers (Srivastava 2020). Free food provided through community kitchens
and other facilities to migrant workers is wonderful model of state
Government. The Department of Local Self-Government on 20 March 2020
issued a detailed order that to be carried out for the preventive measures in
the midst of Covid-19 pandemic. Studies conducted during the Covid-19
pandemic observed that government and other agencies’ intervention has
positively affected the living condition of internal migrants in the state. The
combined efforts by the government and other agencies helped the internal
migrants to feel safe in the state. In the present study internal migrants
were asked certain questions regarding government interventions and its
responses are shown in the table 1.4.

Table 1.3:
Government intervention during lockdown and
responses of internal migrants.

(Government Responses of Migrants
Intervention Plywood Footwear Total
Aways | Often | Not |Aways | Often [ Not | Aways | Often Not
atall atall atall
Got Govt.
assistance and

support in one 2| 207 16 2 203 1 21 40 171 450
or another way | (0.88%)[ (90%)[ (7.11%){ (9.33%) | (90.22%) | (0.44%){ (5.11%) [(91.11%) [ (3.77%) | (100%)
Got food kit and
food from 3 202 2 212 1 5 44 3 450
communtty itcher|  (1.33%) [89.77%)| (8.88%)| (0.88%) [ (94.22%) | (4.88%)| (1.11%) | (32%) | (6.88%) | (100%)
Got correct and
free medical

treatment from 10| 206 9 78 145 2 88 351 1 450
Govt. hospitals |~ (444%)[(91.55%)|  (4%)](34.66%) [ (64.44%) | (0.88%) | (19.55%) | (78%) | (244%) | (100%)
Got financial of 2711 198 11 75 139 1 102 37 450
help fom LSGs |~ (0%)] (12%)| (88%)](4.88%) ((33.33%) (61.77%) | (2.44%) |22.66%) |(74.88%) | (100%)
Cotfeg vaccination] 100 0 125 125 0 100] 225 0 25| 450
fom Kerala | (44.44%)[ (0%)[ (55.55%){(55.56%) | (0% | (44d%) | ~(50%) [ ~ (0%) |  (50%) | (100%)
Health personnels
used to visit our 64 154 I 75 10 40 139 264 471 450
dweling place | (28.44%)[68.44%)( (3.11%))(33.33%) | (48.88%) [ (17.77%) | (30.88%) [(58.66%) | (10.44%) | (100%)

o

Source: Field survey
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In the present analysis Government intervention is understood in
terms of government assistance and support, provision of free food through
community kitchen, free medical treatments, financial help from local self
governments, free vaccination, visit of health personnels etc. Table 1.3
shows the responses of internal migrants towards government interventions
during lock downs. From the table it is seen that 91 percent of migrant
workers were indifferent with regard to government support and they
received support “often” in one or another way during lockdowns. It is also
seen that majority of migrant workers often received free food kit and food
from community kitchen and only 4.88 percent of migrants got free food
from community kitchen. It is again noticed that 74.8 percent of migrants
did not get any financial help from LSGswhile 50 percent of tem received
one or two free dose of Covid-19 vaccination. During Covid-19 lockdowns
the health personnels used to visit various dwelling places of migrant workers
to give them medical advices. The present study tried to look in to the
matter and found that only 30.8 percent migrant workers got help from
health personnels. It was observed from the survey that the domestic migrant
workers working in different MSMEs used to get basic necessary goods
during lockdowns either from their sponsor or from the owner of the firms.
Therefore, the MSME workers especially in the medium small and medium
firms might have not gone for government help as they areexperiencingbetter
work environment in the firms.

Part II: Pandemic and the Economic Life
of the Internal Migrants

According to the early estimates, tens of millions of migrant workers
were left unemployed in India by the end of March 2020 due to the lockdown
(Al-Jazeera, 2020). Many of the migrant workers have returned to their
villages as they lost their job during lock down. As most of the internal
migrants are working in unorganized sector, it is difficult to assess the actual
economic impact created by pandemic. The lockdown implemented in the
state has resulted in an unprecedented loss of employment in all sectors of
the economy and the impact of the lockdown was most severe in the case
of self-employed and casual workers. Based on the loss of GSDP for the
various sectors and considering the distribution of workers to various sectors,
it feels that the 69 days lockdown has pushed more than two third of self
employed and casual workers to acute unemployment, financial crisis,
indebtedness and economic distress (Prkash,2021). Covid-19 pandemic has
created an unimaginable disequilibrium in the labour market of the state
and the distortions and complexities of this labour market mismatch will
continue for long term. Various studies conducted during pandemic observed
a big fall in the income for labourers working in the unorganized sector and
this fall of income is severe in the case of internal migrants working in the
construction and service sectors. As we know, the internal migrants are
most vulnerable section of the working class in the state, a study on the
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impact of pandemic on their employment and income is made here. Table
1.4 shows the various economic aspects which are assessed to understand
the effect of Covid-19 pandemic on internal migrants.

Table: 1:5
Economic impact of Covid-19 pandemic
on the internal migrants

Economic Responses of Migrants
Dimensions Plywood Footwear Total
Aways | Often | Not |[Always | Often | Not [ Aways | Often Not
atall atall atall
Job opportunities

decreased due 10] 115 0of 70 150 5 180 265 450
fo pandemic | (48.88%) [(51.11%)[  (0%){(31.11%) | (66.66%) | (2.22%)| (40%) [(58.88%) [ (1.11%) [ ~(0%)
Pandemic
reduced 41 188 3 2 12 21 36 200 214|450
salarylwage | (15.11%) [(83.55%)[ (1.33%) (0.88%) | (5.33%) | (98.77%)|  (8%) [(d444d%) | (47.55%) | (100%)
Pandemic

(3,

caused

economic 136 83 6 30 164 3 166 247 3| 450
insecurity (60.44%) { (36.8%)) (2.66%)(13.33%) [(72.88%) | (13.77%) | (36.88%) |(54.88%) | (8.22%) | (100%)
Financial help

obtained from

sponsor during 15 190 201 76| 140 9 91 330 291 450
lock-down (6.66%) ((84.44°%)) (8.88%)[(33.77°%) | (62.22%) | (4%) ] (20.22%) | (73.33%) | (6.44%) | (100%)
Pandemic
affected my 1151 103 L ] I 82 182 186 [ 450
job (61.11%) J45.77%)[  (3.11%))(33.33%) | (35.11%) | (31.55%) | (18.22%) | (40.44%) | (41.33%) | (100%)
Got salary during 11 1050 M9 719 12 134 80 "7 253 450
lock down (0.44%) ((46.66%) (52.88%) [ (35.11%) | (5.33%) | (59.55%) | (17.77%) |  (26%) | (56.22%) | (100%)
Sponsor provided
free food during 26| 191 8 220 4 1 246 195 91 450
lockdown (11.55%) 1(84.88%)[ (3.55%)07.177%) | (1.77%) | (0.44%) | (54.66%) [ (43.33%) | (2%) | (100%)
Sponsor

provided free
accommodation
during 5] 107 68] 222 3 0] 212 10 68 450
lockdown (22.22%) [147.55%)] (30.22%) ) (98.66%) | (1.33%) [ (%) | (60.44%) [ (24.44%) | (15.11%) | (100%)
Pandemic has
reduced the 160( 65 0] 80 140 5] 20| 25 5 0
income (T1.11%) )(28.88%)[ ~ (0%))(35.55%) | (62.22%) | (2.22%) | (53.33%) | (45.55%) | (1.11%) | (100%)

Source: Field Survey
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Economic impact of Covid-19 pandemic on the internal migrants are
analysed here in terms of job opportunities, job security, change in income,
provision of financial help, food and accommodation in the midst of Covid-
19 havoc and consecutive lockdowns. From the table 1.4, it is observed
that Covid-19 pandemic has really affected the economic life of the migrants
in terms of their income and employment. It is seen from the table that 99
percent of migrants faced a decrease in their employment opportunities
and also in their income. It is also seen that pandemic has reduced the
wage or salary of the migrants especially in the case of workers who are
working in the plywood firms but the reduction in the salary was not clearly
seen in the case of footwear firms as these firms are providing comparatively
better work environments for migrants. Pandemic has decreased the job
opportunities available for migrants in the state and which resulted to the
decrease in their income. It is also observed from the table that 30 percent
of migrants always faced economic insecurity and 57 percent of migrants
often faced economic insecurity due to irregular employment during covid-
19 and therefore, it clear from the table that pandemic has caused to reduce
the income of 99 percent of internal migrant workers.. It is also seen that
majority of migrant worker’s economic life is negatively affected with Civid-
19 pandemic. It is again observed from the table that the pandemic has
negatively affected in the job of 60 percent of migrants and the salary was
not got available for 56 percent of migrants during lockdowns. An interesting
observation is that medium firms have provided food and accommodation
freely to its migrant workers during lockdowns and the data show that the
medium firms of footwear industry havebecome a wonderful model in the
provision of shelters to its domestic migrant workers.

Conclusion

Government of Kerala is trying for social inclusion of migrants to
mitigate the problem faced by then in their day today work life in the state.
Measures like Interstate Migrant Workers Welfare Scheme-2010 (ISMWWS),
ApnaGhar Housing Scheme, Aawaz Insurance Scheme etc; are some of the
programmes groomed for them. The health concerns of the migrants during
pandemic have been reduced by the strong interventions of government.
Community kitchen for food, intervention by local self government for the
welfare of migrants, group counseling to migrants by experts, special
vaccination camps for migrants etc; are examples of strong government
interventions in this regard. More over local community of Kerala also have
extended their help to meet the immediate requirements of migrants.
Voluntary organisations had identified the deserving group of migrants and
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provided food and other items during lock-down at local level. The measures
taken by the Government of Kerala to promote the social security of the
migrant workers has reduced the distress of migrant workers during the
national lockdown.

This paper has tried to shed light in to the life of internal migrants
staying in Kerala during Covid-19 pandemic in terms of their health and
income. By analyzing the survey data it was seen that the income of the
internal migrants have been decreased due to Covid-19 related factors where
as the health concern of the migrants are not that much serious as it was
observed in the other states of India. Findings from the study say that the
state’s concern in the welfare of the interstate migrant workers is reflected
in the socio-psychological life of migrant labourers working here. The internal
migrant workers have seen Kerala as a wonderful destination for their better
prospects as the state provide them better work environment. Many of the
internal migrant workers left the state immediately after the declaration of
the first lockdown but after a short period theystarted coming back to the
state due to the increasing demand from the state’s labour market. Covid-
19 pandemic was a challenging situation to all governments and the
governments have learnt great lessons from this pandemic. Based on the
lessons learned during the COVID-19 pandemic, we have to propose more
robust measures for the better future of internal migrants. It should include
inclusive employment, health and social security measures.
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Abstract

The History of disease and Medicine isof no doubta history of social
development and improvement in the existing knowledge system of the
world at that point of time. The Dark Age witnessed the worst treatment
from the society towards those who were affected bydiseases. Any disease
or deformity was said to be the curse of God. The age of Renaissance and
awakening shifted the then existing believes and thoughts. The course of
change from baseless believes to empirical knowledge towards diseases
and patients can be considered as the foundation of the Modern medical
system which ispurely dependent on scientific knowledge and reasoning.
The enhancement of duties of State from protecting the boundaries to the
welfare of citizens added importance to health and Medicine. Establishment
of Asylums, formation of Hospitals medical education, development of
Science and Technology ...etc. combined together formed an effective health
care system to care and cure the patients affected with diseases. It is
important to chalk out the course of development of such a health care
system under the supervision of the State can be considered as a product
of social development and hence the history of diseases and health care
system should be given importance while discussing human progress.

The Sun in the dawn of Renaissance spread the light of humanity
reason and scientific knowledge that propelled the whole world to a more
civilized society. The dirt of dark agemore or less washed away in the current
of disupliftment .Everything changed in such a way as to refresh and made
more perfect than before .Each and every aspect of human lifeviz daily life,
aesthetic sense ,language and literature, art and architecture and all the
disciplines of knowledge reflected the new stream of thought. Diseases
and Medicine, treatment and cure shifted its course of philosophy of illness
and its cause from sin to science .This had a far reaching impact on diseases
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treatment and on patient. Today we have most modern facilities that provide
solution to a problem related to health, whether it is an old type of disease
like Leprosy or an immediate challenge to the existence of humanity, like
any infectious disease presence.” The Renaissance was a period of
reawakening, of rediscovery of the values and attitudes of the pre-Christian
Greeks”.! The whole world was turning and moving forward in a right path
of freedom and equality. No doubt, the innovative thoughts, creativity and
the paradigm shift in spheres of thought also changed the world of
suppressed and neglected sections of the society. Here we can see these
changes in the case of lunatics, crippled and unwanted people.

One, who is interested to explore the development of human society,
can see its unity of a group and diverse nature of different groups that were
formed at different periods of history as it progressed. And this process still
continues. It is obvious that the grouping processes or the division of society
was based on one among the following criteria like position in the society or
what work one is doing or colour of skin etc. and or sometimes the
geographical area where he or she lives .Wealth and power too played a
significant role in the on going process of categorisation into different social
units. But if we search for the place of individuals who were different from
common people in form and behaviour or in any other manner but not
included in the above categories is also becomes a unique group. Deformity,
madness, inertia, was some of the features that become basis for this
grouping. Now we are going to discuss of this particular group of people
and the history of the plight of them in the society focusing our attention
especially on asylums, a type of institutions for the above mentioned group.
These institutions are called lunatic asylums.

Madness was one of the astonishing and fearful human nature that
people wonder at the manifestations of this iliness. Fear, anxiety, violence,
self-injury, attacking others etc....... are not a normal pattern of behaviour.
Such deviations from so called normality of ordinary people were considered
very differently until the emergence of psychiatry or psychology as a
discipline. But now we think about madness as Pascal explain it as “Men
are so necessarily mad, that not to be mad would amount to another form
of madness.” or Dostoievsky, in his diary of a writer: “It is not by confining
one’s neighbor that one is convinced of one’s own sanity.”?, In the beginning
of fifteenth century the criminal madmen were sent away from their places
by the authorities from their jurisdiction to save the people from them. This
exclusion was considered as a normal practice at that time. Both cure and
exclusion were seen practiced in the European cities-some are sent to
hospitals and some others were confined in jails but still many of them
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were expelled from the cities,

The classical study of Foucault, the French philosopher “*Madness
and Civilization” is an in-depth study about the formation of asylum practices
and its developmental stages as an institution in Europe. In his study he
begins with classical confinement. Exclusion and purification was strategy
adopted by the society where the insane and unwanted persons were
abandoned or excluded from the society so as to protect or purify the
society from the threat or infection or danger caused by the presence of
such individuals. In the seventeenth century France those who were
economically unproductive to the society like wanderers, beggars,
unemployed were also kept in custody in a particular place where they had
made to work in economically productive activities like weaving. This practice
was being supported by law and with the support of philanthropist, is widely
called confinement. Workhouses, Lazar houses (France), Correction houses,
and prisons were places to utilize the inmates for economically productive
works. No doubt all the inmates in these institutions were belonged to the
weaker section of the society, includingpensioners, infected patients etc.,
In Paris Hospital General, an institution for keeping idle people for making
them work and earn was built. It is believed that the poor, if they are
continue as idlers would cause more and more evils, and to avoid this they
have to work and earn for themselves and for the entrepreneur who shared
his profit with the hospital general..

The art and literature provides vivid imagery experiences of the
pathetic conditions of madmen and women kept confined .The following
are some of the works Foucault refer in his work as evidence for his
arguments. “Madmen were the Dance of Death in the Cimetiere des
Innocents doubtless dates from the first years of the fifteenth century, the
one in the Chaise-Dieu was probably composed around 1460; and it was in
1485 that Guyot Merchant published his Danse macabre. These sixty years,
certainly, were dominated by all this grinning imagery of Death. And it was
in 1497 it was translated into Latin. In the very last years of the century
Hieronymus Bosch painted his Ship of Fools. The Praise of Folly dates from
1509 on fined in the holylocus of a miracle™

“In the history of madness, two events indicate this change with a
singular clarity: 1657, the creation of the Hospital General and the “great
confinement” of the poor; 1794, the liberation of the chained inmates of
Bicetre” Philippe Pinel a French physician took a more kind, less cruel
approach to the treatment of insane persons. His interventions were different
in many aspects from that of classical confinement. He is most famous
being committed pioneer and advocate of humanitarian methods in the
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treatment of mentally ill, and for the development of a mode of psychological
therapy known as moral treatment. William Tuke was another English
philanthropist who used the method moral treatment for the cure of persons
with mental disorders. Both strengthened a humanitarian approach and
allowed more liberty to the inmates of these institutions and for the treatment
of lunatics, Though the Church and religion accused the insane and
wanderers and designed punishments for them, the political decisions were
more sympathetic. Now that Pinel and Tuke had a different treatment of
religion, for cure the insane in the asylum. “Religion must not be the moral
substratum of life in the asylum, but purely and simply a medical object:
Religious opinions in a hospital for the insane must be considered only in a
strictly medical relation™.This was purely a positive change in the use of
religious beliefs for the treatment of madness.

Why a mad man is so violent or what is the cause of inertia of another
lunatic?. From the middle ages it was considered as a result of the spirit
that made them to act in such a way, and the prime cause of their disordered
behaviour. But now in the asylum the cause of bodily reaction had been
reckoned as the result of certain chemical reactions taking place in the
body at the time of unexpected actions from those affected with mental
illness. Here there is a slot for treatment using chemicals in the form of
medicine. So the role of doctor and patient becomes an important part in
the treatment plan in asylums.®

Psychiatric treatment has a strong basis on mind body relationship
of a subject affected with mental illness. The earlier methods of treatment
of a person, though it considered mind body relationship in an entirely
different way such as bodily punishment for the purification of mind, now it
turned into a more reasonable way. A more reasonable approach was being
adopted in the case of inmates of asylums as far as religion is concerned.

The last quarter of nineteenth century witnessed increased number
of asylums and the number of inmates also increased .But the awareness
about madness, the advancement of science and technology, the
enlightenment of social life created a dramatic change in the attitude of
people which lead to deinstitutionalization -a movement that lead to keep
and care insane people in the family by providing psychological support
and psychiatric medicine to the patients. However we have psychiatric
hospitals for the treatment of psychological disorders.

India and asylums

In India at the time of British rule and from the time of English East
India Company various types of institutions were established for the
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treatment and to protect the British soldiers from infectious diseases. The
history of European model asylums in India dates back from such institutions.
Nandini Bhattacharya explains in her work *Contagion and Enclaves’ ‘There
were many ideological, political, military and medical reasons for hill stations
in tropical colonies. The urgency of the question of the Europeans’ long-
term survival in the tropics engaged medical discourses in Britain as well as
in the tropical colonies in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries’.

In colonial India several types of institutions had been established
for the treatment of infectious diseases. After the 1857 revolt the number
of British soldiers were being increased and as a result more institutions
were established for the health care and protection of them.Biswamoy Pati
and Mark Harrison in their work, ‘The Social History of Health and Medicine
In Colonial India’ states that “The history of British specialist institutions for
the mentally ill in Bengal began during the second half of the eighteenth
century?. ‘Various ‘native lunatic asylums’ that had been established during
the first decades of the nineteenth century in the different districts of Bengal
province, at Rasapagla, Patna, Murshidabad, Bareilly, Benares and Dakha".?

Debjani Das in the article ‘Gender and insanity: situating asylums in
nineteenth century Bengal’ refers ‘The Western medical practice and the
medical care of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries was
primarily meant for the maintenance of the army’s troops™®.The natives
were less cared in these institutions run by the British, though they were
well aware of the experience they had in Europe, theycompromised such
principles for the sake of their racial pride.Biswamoy Pati mentioned in the
article *Confining ‘lunatics’: the Cuttack Asylum c.1864-1906’ that the Cuttack
asylum was an institution where various forms of reforms and experiments
had been taken place by the British authorities to improve the conditions of
the asylum and the inmates of it.*!

“Leprosy And colonialism Suriname under Dutch rule’, Stephen
Snelders describes the experience and knowledge of Europeans on
confinement as a method of care and treatment for infectious diseases and
practice of institutions like lunatic asylum ,made use of preventing and
protecting themselves and the natives in the colonies . *Compulsory
segregation policies began in Suriname in the second half of the eighteenth
century and anticipated global developments in the age of imperialism. The
policies took the form of a ‘Great Confinement’ (to borrow a phrase from
Michel Foucault) in the decades between 1830 and 1860".12.

Conclusion

In the middle ages Madness counted as a result of sin committed
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and is the curse of divine forces as punishment, and hence they were
treated brutally by others, sometimes as an act they believed would cure
the madmen from the cursed state he is in .They were given punishment so
as to purify the mad and also to purify the society from mad people. Exclusion
was another method adopted by administrators supported by Church. Later
confinement proved a more acceptable strategy to protect, control and
care the lunatics. The classical confinement was also an uncivilized practice
because the patients were made to suffer to get rid of the curse affected
them .The family considered an insane member as a disgrace to it .The
asylums were a place for patients where they get liberty, care and medical
treatment in the later half of eighteenth century.Pinel and Tuke proved
more humanitarian and reasonable approach in the treatment of inmates
of lunatic asylums. Though the number of patients increased with the
increased number of asylums after 1950s.Later psychiatric hospitals were
established in place of asylums. Deinstitutionalization advocated freedom
and rehabilitation of the lunatics in the society where they lived .Thanks to
Renaissance ideologies and modern science and psychiatric treatment
methods .The mental patients are now supposed to be treated as one who
is affected with any other diseases that hinder ones social life.
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I will be happy if the poor Harijans get minimum respect when they
ask for basic necessities.!
-Swami AnandaThirtha

This is the famous statement of Swami AnandaThirtha, a Gandhian
nationalist social reformer of Malabar. This paper is an attempt to evaluate
the works of this Gandhian nationalist on the background of Gandhian
constructive programme. Gandhian constructive programmes unfortunately
has not attained the attention of academic scholars it deserved. This paper
is a humble effort in this direction.

Social and cultural changes do not automatically accompany political
change. More than anybody else Gandhi understood this. His efforts in this
direction were ably assisted by Gandhian followers in different regions in
the country. They often kept a low profile and so did not gain much public
or even academic attention. In this paper, an effort is made to place in
historical perspective the life and works of Swami AnandaThirtha.

The caste hierarchy and the related atrocities are very much part of
the Kerala society. Caste as a segmentary system means that people view
themselves as belonging to units of different orders in different contexts.?
Hierarchic gradation, social and other inequalities, endogamy, restrictions
on dining, and the lack of freedom regarding the choice of vocation were
the principal features of the caste system.? Caste system had divided the
society into mutually exclusive social groups and prevented social fusion
more than any other social institution in the world.

The social system of Malabar in the 19th century was well-entrenched
in the principle of caste and kinship. Caste system as an institution created
separation and segmentation in the part of each and every section of Malabar
society. In the lower strata of the caste-based society were the depressed
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castes like PulayasorCherumars, Parayas, Nayadis etc.“Theywere subjected
to exploitation and humiliation by the upper classes. As agricultural workers,
they were systematically excluded from all positions of power and prestige.

The Cherumas were the people who were directly involved in the
agricultural operations.> They tilled the land without having any kind of
right over it. They did not have a life of their own. Their entire life was
depended on the masters.® The Parayas, another important depressed class,
were outcastes. In some places they were utilised in agriculture, but generally
their occupation was basket making and the, making of bamboo mats.The
lowest race of people in Malabar was known by the name Nayadisor hunters
and their condition were not it was said, ‘better than the two legged
animals.”The lower-caste children had no right of education and woman
could not wear ornaments or even the jacket.®

Untouchability (pollution by touch) was the most venomous evil of
the Hindu society. Untouchability was not a separate institution; it was a
corollary of the institution of the caste system. It was the most inhuman
form of social oppression.’ The members of polluting castes had to keep
themselves at the prescribed distances from those of upper castes.'® Samuel
Mateer wrote, “The Pulayasdwellings are miserable huts formed of sticks
cut out of the woods, with walls of reed or mud and thatched with grass or
cocoa leaf, situated on mounds in their centre, to be out of the way of
polluting respectable people.”! The lower castes were not only ‘untouchables’
but they were ‘unapproachables’ also. The oppressed classes were not
allowed to use many of the roads, public buildings and government schools.
They were completely banned from entering the temples which were
administered by the upper castes.

As Ambedkar observes, important feature of caste is graded inequality.
Caste being a hierarchical system he used the simile of a pyramid to describe
it. That pyramid attributes reverence for those who are going higher to the
top and imposes contempt for those going down to the bottom.!? The
Brahmins and Nairs enjoyed a higher social position. They were the ‘colonial
salarit’ as described by SeemaAlavi.** The colonial salarit was dominated by
the savarna castes from its inception. They were able to make use of the
employment opportunities afforded by the British administration.* Thiyyas,
a majority caste in Malabar!> were also included in this category, which
were socially backward but attained English education and job opportunities
with the interaction with colonial modernity.'6

They were denied admission to the roads in proximity to the temples
and the houses of Caste Hindus. They were denied admission to palaces,
schools and places of public resorts. They did not have the permission for
temple entry. The temple entry was allowed according to caste hierarchy.
This division is common in almost all part of the Kerala.
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The Brahmins were a minority, forming a 3 % as per the 1931
population. The Depressed Classes constituted 12%. But literacy rates were
inverse proportion with 90% of Brahmins having literacy and 1% of
Depressed Classes. The following table brings this out.

Population of Malabar by Literacy in 1931

Total Population No. of Literate
M F M F
Depressed Classes | 174417 185406 3004 548
Brahmins 30583 29929 20502 8211
Other Hindus 908563 974756 272535 89197
Malabar 1716138 1817806

Source: M.W.M. Yeats, Census of India, 1931, Vol. 14, Madras, Part.
2, Govt. Press, Calcutta, 1932, Regional Archives, Kozhikode.

II

Malabar was the nerve centre of national movement in Kerala. People
in Malabar were very much watchful of and influenced by the political
developments outside the province. The growth of Indian National Congress
and its political activities were represented in Malabar by the educated
middle classes.'” The national movement was stronger in Malabar than the
Princely States of Travancore and Cochin where the lower caste movements
were stronger.

In Malabar, organised political activities began only in the second
decade of the 20th century.The fourth Malabar district political conference
held at Badagara in May 1919 under the presidency of K.P. Raman Menon
dealt with the important political developments with a special reference to
the needs of Malabar.? The leaders of the national movement in Malabar
realised the evil effects of the caste system and untouchability. They found
that it was a major obstacle to political activity. The nationalists adopted
concrete programmes to fight these social evils.?

An important step taken by the early nationalist to challenge caste
discrimination was organising Panthibhojanam or interdining.?! The
nationalists also fought against the denial of accessibility to public spaces
for untouchables. For example, the roads near to the Calicut Tali temple
was closed to the polluting castes stating that there entry will turn the
place polluting. To break the existing elite conventions the nationalists leaders
like K.P. Kesava Menon, K. Madhavan Nair and Manjeri Rama Iyyer walked
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through the road near to the Tali temple, along with C. Krishnan who was a
Thiyya and a group of men belonging to various lower castes.? It encouraged
common people to be bold enough to walk through the road near Tali
temple and even remove the board on the road prohibiting the lower castes
‘entry.s

The year 1919 witnessed the emergence of Mahatma Gandhi as the
leader of the Indian National movement.?* Gandhian constructive works
were the promotion of khadi and spinning, national education and Hindu-
Muslim unity, the struggle against untouchabilty and and the boycott of
foreign cloth.?® It was multi-faceted in its content.

The nationalist agitation against untouchability and other social evils
acquired a sense of direction during the Gandhian era.?® Gandhi correctly
perceived the political importance of the struggle against untouchability.
According to him Swaraj was not attainable without the removal of
untouchability.

Gandhi believed that untouchability was essentially and exclusively a
problem of caste Hindus and the untouchables were merely their helpless
victims. Untouchability was a ‘sin’ against God and man and a poison
slowly eating into the very vitals of Hinduism. Untouchability is a gross
violation of human spirit. Though Gandhi vehemently attacked untouchability,
he defended the caste system.?”

Soon Malabar also plunged in to the vortex of an active movement
inspired and led by Mahatma Gandhi. The brutal suppression of the Malabar
rebellion and the withdrawal of Non-cooperation movement in February
1922 weakened the political struggle in Malabar for a while. They now
began to involve more and more into social constructive activities. The
Congress workers now turned towards the propagation of Khadi and anti-
untouchability campaigns. The second Conference of the Kerala Provincial
Congress Committee held at Palakkad in 1923 under the presidency of
Sarojini Naidu, was crucial in this development. The Conference passed a
resolution urging its members not to practise untouchability.?®

The Congress meetings held after the Conference gave importance
to organise movements for the eradication of untouchability. The inter-
dining organised at the Palakkad Conference provoked the orthodox Brahmins
of Kalpathi village. For example, T.R. Krishnaswamy Iyyer, one of the
important leaders who had organized the inter-dining, along with his wife,
were excommunicated from their community. Also, with this intention in
mind he established the Sabari Asram in Akathethara near Olavakkode.?

In December 1923 the All India Congress Committee (AICC) was
held at Kakinada under the presidency of Maulana Muhammed Ali.3* The
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Kakinada session of the Congress passed a resolution on the initiative of
T.K. Madhavan to take proper steps for the eradication of untouchability in
the country.?

After the Kakinada session of the Congress, KPCC decided to take
concrete steps for the erradication of untouchability.Vaikom Satyagraha was
the turning point in the temple entry movement.3? It marked the introduction
of temple entry movement in an organizational nature in Kerala. The
Satyagraha formally began on 30 March 1924.3 Gandhi himself came down
and made a pact which allowed entry into roads on three sides except for
the one on eastern side.>*The success of Vaikom Satyagraha gave strength
to the social reform activities in Kerala.

For the next five years, the demands never took the form of an
organized agitation. The demand for entering the upper caste temples arose
formally for the first time during the Guruvayur Satyagraha (1931). The
agitation began on the 1 November 1931 and it demanded entry for
untouchables into the Guruvayur temple and also called for the abolition of
untouchability.3>This movement again was organized by the Indian National
Congress and was led by leaders like K. Kelappan. MannathPadmanabhan
and A.K. Gopalan.* It is worth noting that this movement was organized
and led by upper caste Hindus.> The movement did not yield any immediate
result. But, it went a long way in abolishing the evil practices of untouchability
and created an atmosphere favourable to temple entry. This is reflected in
the referendum conducted after the satyagraha was called off in which an
overwhelming majority favoured temple entry.3¥The movement had created
an impetus for social change through out the country.

The compromising attitude of the Congress, suspension of Civil
Disobedience movement, etc., disillusioned the younger elements in the
Congress. They lost faith in the Gandhian forms of struggle. It was in this
background that the Congress socialist Party (CSP) was formed in Malabar
in May 1934. It was formed in a meeting of socialists at Calicut Town Hall
with C.K. Govindan Nair as president and P. Krishna pillai as secretary.®

The Party began to organize peasants, workers, school teachers
and other sections of the society. They organised struggles for better working
condition, better pay, etc. The communists gave stress on anti-colonial and
anti-feudal struggles. As Manali Desai observes, the sharp caste-class divide
between tenants and landlords provided a ready basis for tenant rebellions.
The state’s strengthening of Landlord power increased this potential.®
Though they gave prime concern to anti-imperialist struggle and economic
issues than social inequality, their activities gradually weakened the caste
barriers and untouchability.
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The Congress Nationalists were not ready to shoulder the
responsibilities with the depressed castes. They excluded them from the
leadership of the Harijan Sevak Sangh. The orthodox section in the Congress
opposed the coming of lower caste people in the leadership of such
organizations. This policy weakened the interaction between the two
sections.

II1

Gandhian national movement addressed the caste issues. But it did
not resolve the problem and so it was only partially solved. Political
independence did not bring in social justice. State initiated various
programmes. But still cultural and social issues were not addressed. In the
case of caste disparities, the division of pre-independence or post-
independence gets blured. Caste system continues to exist along with its
associated disabilities in our society.

In this context, we have to study the contributions of Ananda Thirtha
to the uplitftment of the lower class people in Malabar. He was a Gandhian
Nationalist and social reformer. He participated in the Salt satyagraha at
Vedaranyam with C. Rajagopalachari.

Swami AnandaThirtha was born at Thalassery on 2 January 1905 in
a GowdaSaraswatha Brahmin family to RamachandraRao and Devubhai.
He studied in Brennen College, Thalassery. He attained his BA Honors in
Physics from Madras Presidential College with second class in 1926.** He
was thus eligible for a respectable job under the British. But he chose a
different and more hazarduous path.

After his studies, he entered into the national movement. As per the
advice of C. Rajagopalachari, he joined the Sabari Ashram in 1926 which
was founded by Krishna Swamylyyar. Gandhi advised him to take up the
task of upliftment of the downtrodden classes. He went to Sivagiri in 1928.
SreenarayanaGuru consecrated him as Swami AnandaThirtha and he was
the last disciple of Guru.*> In 1930 he participated in the salt satyagrahawith
Rajagopalachari at Vedaranyam. After this, he was arrested and imprisoned
at Vellore Jail. By the Gandhi-Irwin Pact, he was released from prison.*
After returning to home, he started a satyagraha camp at Thalassery. His
main concern was erradication of untouchability.

He became the defender of the rights of the down trodden. He
raised the banner of revolt against casteism in Malabar. He selected Payyanur
as his battleground following an incident at Kandoth, Payyanur which
shocked everyone. In 1931 a proceession consisting of 64 patriots led by T.
SubramanyamThirumump, AK Gopalan, P. Krishna Pillai and K.A. Keraleeyan
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to spread the message of Guruvayur Satyagraha (1931) was attacked brutally
at Kandoth by a large mob including women with arms.* A.K. Gopalan and
Keraleeyan were thought to be dead in the attack. There was a
path forbidden to Dalits passing near Kandoth temple, a Thiyya temple.
This incident was known as ‘KandotheKuruvati’.*

Hearing about the brutal attack,AnandaThirtha reached Payyanur
which was at the time a centre of casteism. At that time members belonging
to lower castes were not allowed to pass through main pathways, and they
were deprived admission to temples and other public places. They were the
main work force. But they were treated as animals. Even their presence
within a distance of 64 feet from caste Hindus invited grave punishment.*

Swami understood that the rights of the oppressed cannot be gained
without imparting proper education to them. All schools closed their doors
to Dalit students. On 21 November 1931 he established
SreeNarayanaVidyalaya for the oppressed in Payyanur in North Malabar
near Payyanur temple. Caste Hindus raised many objections and hence he
had to shift the school thrice. Swami intended to house the School in a
permanent site by purchasing some land. Finally he tried to purchase some
land in Moorikkovval near Payyannur from the money he got after selling
his ancestral house in Thalassery. But the land owner was not ready to sell
the land as it was for setting up a school for the depressed classes. Finally
Swami prompted a patriotic Muslim to purchase the land for him.?

Here he started the School which has been a boon to many students
who could have otherwise withered away by doing menial jobs for caste
Hindus.®® This soon grew into an Ashram, an abode where lower caste
children could reside and attend school. They were imparted the lessons of
health and hygiene. He raised many students who could have wasted their
life in their home village, at SreeNarayanaVidyalaya to get respectable
Governmentjobs.* Gandhi visited the Ashram on 12 January 1934 and
planted a mango tree to commemorate his visit.*

In addition, he prompted Dalit students to enrol themselves in the
neighbouring schools like schools in Payyannur, Kandoth, Annur, Vellur,
Kunhimangalam, Cherukunnu, Pappinisseri, Varanamkodu etc. Education
was not an end in itself. It was also a means to Government job.> However,
the authorities were not willing to admit them. It was after persistent efforts
by AnandaThirtha that they could be enrolled to schools.

Another method AnandaThirtha adopted was to give upper caste
names to lower caste people. He also gave upper caste suffixes like Sharma,
Nambiar, Marar, Poduval etc. to lower caste people; thereby rebuking the
caste practices.>> However he did not go against religion as he saw the
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lower caste people as members of Hindu religion. The Pulayas are Panchamas
or Adidravidas of the Hindu Society. They own Hinduism as their original
religion. They worship the same god as the Hindus in the same fashion, he
noted in a memorandum submitted to the Minister for Home Affairs in
1956.%

To erradicate caste, he started in Kannur in 1933 Jathi Nashini Sabha
literally annihilation of caste.Its slogan was “Jathi Nashippikkal Navayuga
Dharmam” (It is the duty of the new age to destroy caste) Members of the
Sabha were fobidden from using caste suffixes in their names. The Sabha
romoted inter caste dining and inter caste marriages.>

Ananda Thirtha’s main programme is temple entry to the lower caste
people. But it was not on the basis of devotion to God. His famous statement
was, “God is omnipresent. So I never go to temples in search of God.
Temples are institutes that preserve untouchability. So I go there to seek if
untouchability is installed there and if so to destroy it.”* He tried to enter
the temples with Dalit students. His temple entry movements were mainly
in Aneekara Kavu in Kunhimangalam, Parassinikadavu Muthappan temple,
Thalassery Jagnnatha Temple®* etc.>” Though temple entry was favoured
as per legislation, many temples were not open to lower castes in practice.>®

His temple entry programmes started in the 1930s and continued till
his death. He led many processions with Dalits to temples for entry. He was
greatly opposed and even subjected to physical assault pointing out the
prejudices of caste feelings nourished by certain groups in the caste society.
In 1971, he was brutally attacked for leading the Dalits to the Durgadevi
temple in Agalappady near Kasaragod. He led a Koraga tribal man to the
temple. Next day, a group of Youngsters brutally attacked, leaving him
unconscious. In 1982 he was brutally attacked by the caste Hindus at
Guruvayur temple and was severely wounded. After this incident, he was
laid up ill. It led to his death in 1987.

Apart from temple entry, acts of untouchability were opposed by
AnandaThirtha. He questioned the discriminatory practices against the lower
castes. He marched with the depressed through all forbidden roads. He
was brutally attacked by caste Hindus.

Apart from directly intervening to oppose practices of untouchability
and discrimination, he used official courts and state apparatus as instruments
of social reform. Swami filed many cases on untouchabilty and temple entry.
For example, cases were filed against Barber’s who refused their services
to lower castes, against Hotel owners who indulged in discriminatary practices
like supply of tea to lower caste people in coconut shell, compelled them
to clean their tumblers after having the tea, refusal to supply tea to the
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Koragas, to keep separate tumblers to the lower caste people and denial of
temple entry etc.* He sent numerous letters to politicians, members of
Parliament, and other officials drawing their attention to such specific
instances of discriminatory practices. This was in addition to the
memorandum submitted to the ministers.®

Ananda Thirtha realised the importance of economic empowerment
of lower caste people. For this he insisted Government jobs are necessary.
1n 1946, Ananda Thirtha wrote a letter to the then Prime Minister of Madras
which had shown the deteriorated position of the pulayas of Malabar. The
recruitment of Harijans in the police department would infuse strength and
hope among them. The only Harijan Police Sub-Inspector for Malabar was
recruited in 1939. Since then none had applied, for it was difficult for anyone
to fulfill all the conditions fully.5* So he requested some relaxation in the
matter of their recritment to service.®

Ananda Thirtha’s works were classified into two phases. One in the
Pre-Independence period and in the Independenece period. During the
pre-independence period, he participated in the national movement and at
the same time mainly fought against untouchabilty. He was an advocate of
colonial modernity. He used colonial education and colonial courts to fight
against untouchability. He was a revolutionary saint.5?

Attainment of independence did not make any attitudinal changes.
As it is clear from public opposition when giving land to the Dalits for making
burial ground in the 1930s and 1970s.%* He realised that political freedom
did not bring social equality in the society. So he continued his fight against
casteism in independent India also.> In 1960, he went to Koduvayur in
Palghat district and took bath in a tank in the Kuthiravattam estate with
lower caste people.® It was a public well. The caste Hindus objected it.®’It
reminds theMahad Satyagraha of Ambedkar. On 20 March 1927 Ambedkar
and thousands of Depressedcaste people marched to the Chowder tank
near Mahad and drank water from the tank. The contradiction is that
Ambedkar would have done it in the Pre-independence period.
AnandaThirtha’s efforts revealed the existence and cruelty of caste system
in the present social structure of Kerala.

Lower class people considered Ananda Thirtha as their protector.
Many people approached him against caste persecution and other injustices.®®
In a letter to Ananda Thirtha, a Pulaya woman, Ponakkacheri Pallichi
requested Swami to redress her grievance related to an unmarried mother.
C. Chami, a lower class man approached Swami to redress a complaint
about the fake case charged by the local police against him.® Another
petition was sent by Kanicherry Kannan whose properties were encroached
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by the landlord.”

His work was not confined to Payyannur alone. Swami went to
Wayanad, SouthCanaraand Tamilnaduto fight for the cause of Dalits and
Adivasis.

He was a nationalist. But his ways were different from the official
leadership of the Indian National Congress. After the Kandoth incident of
1931, he withdrew from active politics. On 20 July 1942, he wrote a letter
to C.R. Kammath stated that he decided to withdrew from active politics.”
Some of the activities of the Congress workers created frustration to him.
During the District Board Election in 1939, as a part of campaigning at
Payyannur, a procession was planned to be organised. But it was cancelled
when some Dalits participated in the procession. Such activities created
wrath in the mind of Ananda Thirtha. He wrote a letter to Gandhi. Gandhi
replied that 'if it is correct, shameful’. Besides, Gandhi published an article
in Harijan on this issue.”

He served as the president of Malabar district Harijan Service Society.
But there were difference of opinion between Swami and the official
leadership of the Society. As a part of Gandhian constructive programme,
they did not accept any kind of confrontations with the Caste Hindus and
they opposed AnandaThirtha’s attempt of filing cases on untouchabilty.”
So in 1959, he resigned from the society.

Conclusion

Democracy and the creation of a new India were not automatically
attained with the attainment of freedom. True democracy requires ‘social
justice” and the removal of caste disabilities. Governmental programmes
were not enough to ensure this and it requires people like AnandaThirtha.
His works were the extension of Gandhian programme on erradication of
untouchability.

Constructive programme was an important aspect of Gandhian
nationalism. It kept the movement alive when there were no agitational
programmes. It also created a cadre of full time dedicated activists. However
their numbers were limited. Gandhi entertained the belief that untouchability
can be erradicated through a ‘change of mind’ on the part of caste Hindus.
He entrusted the task of Harijan uplift to Caste Hindus. He continued to
proclaim his adherence to a varnasrama of his own interpretation. As Irfan
Habib observes, Gandhi was trying to target untouchabilty and so bring the
poorest of the poor into the national movement without provoking the other
castes, who constituted the majority.”

In a caste ridden society, co-ordination of values are not posible. So
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the social reforms necessitated the intervention of nation state, its structures
and systems. Ananda Thirtha used courts and state apparatus as an
instrument for social reform. He strongly believed that those who follow or
observe caste discrimination has tobe strictly punished under law. Though
a Gandhian follower, he did not believe the Gandhian ideology of ‘change of
mind’ of Savarnas which leads to the erradication of untouchabilty. He
provided a new perspective to the constructive programme by making it
more dynamic and practical than ideological.

In Malabar, the organisations of other sections like workers, peasants
and teachers after the formation of Congress Socialist Party in 1934 led to
the movements of caste reform lose their momentum. The Congress
Nationalists launched the movements against untouchability and other social
evils as part of the freedom struggle. But they failed to introduce a concrete
programme for the social and economic uplift of the depressed castes.So
Ananda Thirtha struggled as a one man army for erradicating caste barriers
across the many realms of society. Here Antonio Gramsci’s observation on
the influence of individuals in the historical process of society is relevant.
Gramsci remarks, ‘Individuals play an important role in theinternal structure
of the community and it depends on its relation with other communities.”
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Introduction

Migration is the movement of organisms from one place toanother in
search of the most compatible habitat, in-order to satisfytheir basicnecessities
so as to liveand multiply in a healthy manner. The process of migration can
be seen in all living organisms transcending the complexity of its formation.
For example, we can observe plants slowly migrating from an inhabitable
zone to more appropriate area due to global warming and climate change.
This is why some plants that were not found normally in a region now show
their presence in such areas.Various birds and animals also do migration
according to their needs. Thus, human beings’ part of this nature also
performs migration.

Phenomenon is defined as a fact or a situation that is observed to
exist or happenor simply as “an observable fact”. Migration of mankind can
be traced back to the hunter-gather period. This is why migration can be
considered as a phenomenon. During their initial period they moved from
place to another in search of their food. They chased behind their food
source from one place to anotherand stayed there until their abundant
source of food got depleted to a lower limit that the source cannot satisfy
their nutritional needs any more.

This sort of migration of living beings is limited to a narrow strip of
area comprising land, air and water, where these three components co-
exist in such a manner that it can support and sustain life on earth, which
is broadly known as “biosphere™. Biosphere can be considered as both
macroscopic and microscopic. Biosphere in a totality comprises of all natural
process and phenomena, at the same time the character of natural forces
such as temperature, wind, rain, surface water availability, humidity, soil
type, vegetation, fauna of various regions differs from each other. Based on
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the variation on the components of biosphere different ecosystems are
functioning all over the earth from poles to desert. India is considered as a
subcontinent due to its diverse climatic zones. Indian subcontinent has two
major climatic types’ mainly tropical monsoon? and tropical wet and dry
climate3.

Regions that include in tropical wet climate are orographic regions of
Western Ghats and in the foot hills of Eastern Himalayas®. Kerala lying on
the Western side of Western Ghats have tropical monsoon climate. The
physiography of Kerala is divided into three based on the mean height from
the sea level. They are as follows.

1. High land> 76m

2. Mid land 7.6 to 76m

3. Low land<7.6 m®

The district Wayanad belongs to the high land physiography of Kerala
and is the largest plateau in Kerala. Altitude of the district reaches up to
2133.6 m®. Western, Northern and Southern regions of Wayanad is covered
with mountains of various heights; some of them are as follows Banasura,
Vellarimala, Elambileri. Of this Vellari mala is the highest(2244.5m) and
also known by the name camel’s hump’. Eastern side of the district is slanted
and merged with the Mysore plateau. The middle of the district is covered
small hills separated from each other with paddy fields®.

This hill district was primarily inhabited by aboriginals namely
Mullukurumars, OoraliKurumars, TheenKurumars, Paniyas, Adiyars,
Kurichyars, Kattunaykars etc. They relied mainly on Punam
cultivation®(shifting cultivation or slash and burn agriculture). In this form
of agriculture, they cleared a patch of forest land and cultivated the land
until the productivity of the soil reduced. Then they move into next patch of
land leaving behind the former land to regain its vegetation and fertility.
This process gave the nature amble time to regain its lost health. Some
communities relied on hunting and gathering also. To perform Punam
cultivation vast stretch of freely available land was a prerequisite.

Pressure on land was very less during the period as the Wayanad
region was sparsely populated. So tribal people carry out shifting cultivation
without much complications. They also collected wild forest produce and
exchanged it with the people of plains. Cardamom was a highly demanded
product from Wayanad during the period°. Small and admirably aromatic
property Wayanadan cardamom made it attractive in the market!!. The
health and productivity of Wayanadan forest was good and the aboriginal
community depended on it for their basic necessities. Thus, they developed
an independent and isolated culture of their own. Evidences of nature worship
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and development of script less language and community ownership of land
etc are examples.

Most of the communities have their own style of house building. The
house of Paniyaswas known as padiwhile that thatof Kurumarswere known
as Kudis*?. Inorder to make houses they used locally available materials like
bamboo, straw, wood and clay. Most of the members of the community
were well versed in the construction of houses. Use of clay and bamboo
regulated the temperature in the houses, there by helped them to fight
against the harsh climate of Wayanad.Eerumadam(shelters made on the
trees at considerable hights) was used to get rid of elephants. Their cuisineis
mainly based on ragi and aromatic rice called gandhakasalai and jeeraka
salai rice's.

Out-comes of Jain migration to Wayanad

Jain community from Karnataka migrated to this terrain by around
8" century. They were the first to introduce settled agriculture in Wayanad.
This brought big changes to the area. Settled agriculture increased pressure
on land. Jains introduced irrigation system in Wayanad, they made many
ponds and chiras along their settlements some of them are situated in
Nambiarkunnu, Meenangadi, Panamarametc!*. Water was important for
them to cultivate as they do not till the land, to get a soft substratum for
sowing and growth of plants in the initial stage, they used water as medium
to wet the soil above normal to get a soft soil medium without disturbing
the soil microbes and other living beings. Jain settlements concentrated
over the fertile bank of Kabani River. Slowly native community also adapted
the new agricultural practice under the influence of Jain community.

Settled agriculture paved the way to individual ownership of land,
which was a new custom to the native people.Gradually native people start
losing their control over land. As discussed earlier, people here had only
community ownership of land and practice of Punam cultivation. They were
not at all aware about the recoding of land they owned. They were also
totally unaware about the new changes happening in their neighbourhood
brought by the migrants. This along with new and advanced knowledge of
that time made Jain community to prosper in the terrain. They also
disseminated new culture, language, festivals and food habits in Wayanad.
Jains celebrate Diwali and Paryushana festivals'®>. They were also the first
to introduce the concept of ahimsa and vegetarianism here in the plateau.

As they practiced and propagated ahimsa,Jains did not indulge in
heavy tilled agriculture's. Though they were the first to introduce Coffee in
Wayanad.Instead, they adopted the way of natural farming were tilling and
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use of herbicides and other manures are not used. Once they sowed, they
left it to nature for it growth and maturity. This concept of natural farming
is getting wide spread acceptance in the modern-day world. Jain community
not only comprised of agriculturalists, there were merchants and traders
among them. These traders and merchants popularised the products of
Wayanad to the outside world.

Until the arrival of Muslims in Wayanad Jains acted as the link between
the people of high land with that of plains,which can be concluded from the
wealth accrued on them in due course of period.Critical observation of
various economies and societies irrespective of time period shows that the
merchants and trading community of a society will be the wealthiest and
well-off community.Existence of a vibrant and enthusiastic trading community
is a prerequisite for a society or country to market its most sophisticated
products of that time to the rest of the world. Only when the these two
exist complementary to each other, the particular product and the region
that produced get in prime attention from world and the money will flow
towards that region and the country become more powerful than other
nations until new sophisticated product take the place.

Vibrant trading community also leads to rise of powerful kingdoms in
long run. We have epigraphic evidence from Edakkal caves as read by
Dr.Hultzch says that Kudumbiyil family under the ruler Vishnu Varaman
ruled the region and it is said to be the first rulers reported in Malabar'’.
From the above discussion we can reach to an observation that the
Kudumbiyil and Veda Kingdom could have been under strong support of
Jain trading community. It is also understood that the headquarters of
kingdom and the rich influential trader’s community co-exist each other in
that region. This trend can be seen even now in the current scenario. Same
pattern worked out in Wayanad also. The headquarters of Veda kings
supposed to be in Pakkam region is surrounded by Jain-Taraka community
who were rich traders of the time.

Nair migration and cultural exchange

By around the mid of 12" century Veda King was overthrown by the
combined force of Kottayam and Kurumbranad!®. The after effect of this
replacement was the Nair migration from Kottayam region. They came and
settled in various parts of Wayanad as per the direction of Kottayam King.
Nairs who migrated as per the direction of the King were entrusted with
different Desamsto look after. They became the Desavazhis in the long run.
Thus, Brahmanical religion reached the hill district. This migration and
associated settlements led to a reordering of the Wayanad biosphere as a
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whole. Both the natives and Jain community had its impacts. It may be
during this period the Jainism in Wayanad had got the first strong stroke.

As the Brahmanical order practised caste system and observed the
concept of purity they kept distance from other inmates of Wayanad. Along
with this they came with new needs and agricultural practises. Both these
ended up in the clearing of forest. This resulted in the disturbance of existing
ecosystem. Major cultural impact of Nair settlement in Wayanad was the
introduction Marumakkathayam system in the hill terrain. All communities
one way or other assimilated the Marumakkathayam system into their day-
to-day life. Cultural practices of Kurichya community now have great
similarity with that of Nair community. Both these communities observe
purity and pollution concepts. New building style was introduced in the
terrain that was familiar in the plains of Malabar. Since the Nairs observed
the concept of purity, they were unable to make direct contact with the
natives.So, Muslims of the plains of Malabar took the link between the
Nairs and the natives.Thus, Muslim Traders initiated their presence in
Wayanad.

Land was taken from native tribes. Paniya and Adiya community
worked in the fields of Jemni throughout the year. To an extent they were
treated as property of the Jenmi and were transferred along with the land,
when a land transaction occurred®®. Bondage with a Jenmi was a life-long
commitment. That is from birth to death, these communities were enslaved
and it was to an extend turned as ahereditary practice. A child born to
Paniya or Adiya tribe, that child automatically bonded to the Jenmi under
whom the child’s parents were bonded.

Aryanisation of most of the deities occurred in due course of time.
This happened to the Jain community also.Nair migration to the region and
the followed Aryanisation of their deities made them destitute on their soil.

Other major change occurred was after the arrival of British
Colonialists. They made laws, which prohibited free and uninterrupted entry
of tribal community into the forest. Large tract of land was converted into
plantations. This impacted the life of people who completely relied on forest.
Britishers also changed the virgin forests into monoculture forest. Tea and
coffee plantation in Wayanad are examples.

Thediversity that once Wayanad biome exhibited reduced. Basic nature
of the forests changed permanently. New groups of people started their
way to Wayanad. This changed the cropping pattern and food style of the
terrain. Tapioca, arecanut, banana cultivation etc changed the nutrition
pattern of people. Productivity of the forest decreased considerably.

New language slag pronged the region that led to the formation of a
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hybrid language. At the same time the natives with their language turned
to a linguistic minority in the district. Linguistic difference stood hindrance
to the natives from getting formal education. Migration during 1930’s
changed the environment and culture of this hill district.

Conclusion

Wayanad being a rugged region stood isolated from other parts of
Malabar. Due to the undulated and oppressing climate the population of
Wayanad was very less for many centuries. Thus, Wayanad processed a
unique biosphere that nurtured the development of tribal culture in tandem
with the biome. As it was sparsely populated, Wayanad witnessed different
phases of migration. These migrations led to formation of a hybrid culture
in the terrain. Environment was transformed according to the new needs
that reduced the productivity and diversity. This resulted in change in the
life style of tribal community. They were compelled to change according to
the newly arrived people. Migration process always have tendency that
migrants come and settle to a new region with the motive of betterment of
life. They in most cases will possessupdated technology of the time using
which they will tame the new environment and subjugate the existing
community physically, mentally and materially. It can be concluded that
migration phenomena will result in cultural admixtures and will bring change
to immediate biome and biosphere.
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The growth of the regional consciousness of a united Kerala resulted
in investigations into a united Kerala culture. A number of literary works
belonging to the pre-modern period were compiled, edited, and printed,
which included the works of medieval poets like Cherussery, Niranam poets,
Ezhuthachan, Poonthaanam, and KunjanNambiar, besides several
ChampuPrabandhas and other works. There were also attempts to publish
records and annals of various places and personalities, such as the annual
Kerala Society Papers published from Thiruvananthapuram.! Similarly
exhaustive hunt for archaeological relics and inscriptions were also initiated,
that were published by the then Travancore and Cochin states as well as
from Malabar district. Possibilities for writing the history of Kerala before
the coming of Europeans began to open up with the discovery of inscriptions.?

A large number of inscriptions belonging to the pre-Portuguese period
have been published and, secondly, the view that the history is chiefly the
story of royal wars and the dynastic rivalry has changed. Nothing short of a
revolution has been accomplished by the newly discovered sources, mainly
epigraphical in character. It is now clear that the inscriptions of Kerala are
not unhistorical though it is true that they fail to yield as much political
history as those from other parts of India.>The source materials at present
may not be described as plentiful but they are sufficient to form the basis of
historical analysis in the case of Kerala history.

To know about the history of Kerala, there are more than 200
inscriptions, including stone inscriptions and copper plates, which have been
copied and published by many people over time from the walls of 118
temples including 116 temples and 2 churches in Kerala from Kasaragod to
Kanyakumari.*Among these, there are a total of 150 inscriptions in stone
and copper belonging to Cera period.°Others are inscriptions from Venad,
Cochin, Ay kingdom, Pandya — Cola inscriptions during the Cera period etc.
Eight types of scripts and almost as many languages can be found in these
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inscriptions.®Most of these inscriptions of Kerala are in old Malayalam
language engraved on stone in the Vattezhuthuscript and belong to the
period between the ninth and twelfth centuries CE.”

Kerala is not a very rich area in terms of epigraphic records when
compared to the neighbouring states of Tamilnaduand Karnataka. While
the Tamil and Kannada inscriptions are available in several thousands, Kerala
has only a few hundreds of them.®The real difficulty is not so much in the
scarcity of materials as in the obscurity and chronological uncertainty of old
Malayalam inscriptions.°There were many problems in deciphering,
interpreting and dating the existing sources and identifying them as relevant
to a particular period of the history of Kerala.®

In the arena of epigraphical studies, the researchers are generally
facing certain problems, some of them are briefly described below:

Among the significant problems palaeographical and linguistic
problems are very much important. As the writing material of the records,
the stone and the copper plates, withers away due to wind and rain and
destroyed due to vandalism most of the records were not well maintained
and they are falling in ruins. As a result, the observer cannot find the
distinctive forms of the letters prevalent in the age concerned.!'The
appearance of different letters being similar leads to difficulty in
reading.?Vattezhuthu, Kolezhuthu and Malayanmaare the three varieties
of scripts existed in Kerala. The form for 'Pa”’Na”"Ma‘'&'Ya’ in Kolezhuthu,
were in many cases very much alike and was a source of difficulty in
deciphering.t?

........
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'Pa’ 'Na’ ‘Ma’ & ‘Yatespectivelyin Kolezhuthu

The new scratches on the writing material, the similarly of different
letters and the ancient language that did not lend itself to translation hindered
the study of inscriptions. Also, there are archaic words in the ancient
Malayalam language that are not used today**. There are some words that
have been lost due to the ravages of time.To understand all of them and to
read the inscriptions correctly knowledge of the scripts and languages is
essential. That is why pioneer epigraphists in Kerala were linguists like
ElamkulamKunjanPillai.t®

Second set of problem is related with dating. As per the rules of the
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Dharmasastras, the date should be shown in every inscription.'¢Accordingly,
most of the inscriptions in Kerala were dated. But the method of dating was
different in each inscription. Some of them recorded the regnal year of the
then ruler, for example, Chokkurinscription of Perumal ruler Kotha Ravi
Varma (917-942 C. E.). According to this inscription, it dated on the 15"regnal
year of Kotha Ravi Varma (932 C.E.).'"The earliest inscription in south India
which is found dated in the Kali era specifying the number of days is the
Parthivapuram Copper plates (Huzur Office Plates) of the Ay King
Karunandadakkan (875-885 C. E.).*® The number of days given here is
14,44,087 which works out to 7t July 866 C. E.*®

The Mampalliplate of Sri VallabhanKotha of Venad(974 C. E.) is the
first available record dated in the Kollam era (149).2°An important epigraphical
record dated 14""meenam in the year 320 of the Puduvaipuhas been obtained
from the Paliyam house in Chennamangalam in erstwhile Cochin State. It
records an agreement between the Raja of Cochin and the Dutch east India
Company in 1665.%

One of the special features of Kerala inscriptions is that the reigning
year of the then ruler was not mentioned directly but was divided. For
example, Thrikkodithanam inscription of Baskararavi Varma (962-1021 C.
E.), recorded the reigning year of Baskararavi as 6 &7, which is the 13t"regnal
year of BaskararaviVarma(975 C. E.).2 Thripparangottutemple record of Kotha
Ravi Varma, recorded the reigning year of Kotha Ravi as 23 & 4,which
means inscriptions issued on the 27"regnal year of Kotha Ravi Varma (910
C.E).=

It is often difficult to determine the actual date of the inscriptions
using the data given in the inscriptions, such as regnal years of the ruler,
Kollam era, Kaliyuga era, Astronomical data etc. In many cases, the details
of the dates quoted in dated records contain errors owing to mistakes in
the calculation of astronomical data either by the person responsible for
the records or by the astronomers on whom they depended.?*Since the
modern year is confused with the regnal year of the ruler, we have to look
for other evidences and use logic to make the correct chronology. According
to MGS Narayanan, he has used these types of materials for fixing the date
of the Paliyamcopper plates of Ay King VikramadithyaVaraguna to 898 C.
E.?*(Before that, ElamkulamKunjanPillai dated it back to 929 C. E.)

Another important problem faced by the epigraphists who are engaged
in the writing of Kerala history is the absence of Prasastis.?*The historical
introduction called Prasasti,containing the dynastic myths, royal genealogy
and accounts of the achievements of the donor and his ancestors,” does
not appear in Kerala inscriptions. It is true that in the case of the neighbouring
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kingdoms of the Pandyasand Colas, the Prasastis are of immense help in
tracing political history and fixing the chronology and the order of
succession.?® Even in the absence of such prasastis, which provide
genealogical and chronological details, we attempted to write history of
Kerala and succeeded to a certain extent but they are incomplete and
fragmentary.

Kerala has fewer royal decrees than those of its neighbouring
countries. The great majority of Kerala inscriptions are not royal grants or
charters but resolutions of village assemblies or their executive committees.
They often use the King’s name and regnal year in referring to the
date.?®These records are not concerned with political history but they deal
with matters related to worship and temple management, temple property,
tax, rent, donation, etc. Though they provide only meagre information on
political history, they supply plenty of materials for a study of local
administration, social and economic conditions and temple organization
and temple culture.*®

In Kerala, the stone inscriptions are usually found on the granite
base or granite pillars of temple buildings or on separate slabs erected in
the country and or built into the floor or wall or door-frame. They are
distributed all over Kerala and they mostly come from worshipping temples
in centres with continuous habitation,when they form an integral part of
the building, they serve an additional purpose by showing that the structure
itself is not later than the inscription. As pointed out earlier, their position in
open places in public institutions, i.e., religious centres which commanded
the loyalty of the people through centuries, place them almost above
suspicion. The reliability of records belonging to this group has been further
confirmed by their mutual relationship and the correspondence of internal
evidence. Scholars have rightly been warned about the possibility of copper
plates in private custody turning out into forgeries and a few forged copper
plate grants are known to students of Indian history.3

Only a limited number of inscriptions are available in the case of
Kerala. Some of them are often incomplete. This can happen in many ways,
sometimes it happened due to the ravages of time or other reasons, such
as peeling or dusting.® In some cases, people fixed half the inscription in
cement without understanding the significance of inscriptions.*Inscriptions
are not historical documents written for history students. They are
declarations to contemporaries about certain conditions and arrangement
in society. As a proclamation to contemporaries, many well-known aspects
may have been omitted or hinted at.3*Such fallibility in the inscriptions is
very serious. In such cases, one way is to compare it with other known
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documents. Another way is to complete the concepts with recognized theories
and assumptions.®

Often illiterate and semi-illiterate stone cutters or gold smiths were
entrusted with the task of engraving records on stone or copper plates, and
this fact accounts for the numerous errors noticed in several epigraphs.3®
Mistakes committed by the scribes and engravers of inscriptions often lead
to difficulties of interpretation and to controversies.?”

In short, it is well known that in the case of ancient South Indian
States epigraphy and archaeology form the most reliable sources of
information.3® In Kerala, there are only a few inscriptions left. The primary
problem is not the lack of inscriptions as it is the obscurity and chronological
uncertainty of inscriptions, as well as the lack of machinery to collect and
publish them with technical expertise. There were many problems in
deciphering, interpreting and dating the existing sources and identifying
them as relevant to a particular period of the history of Kerala. The first
problem is related to Palaeography and linguistics. Accurate reading can
only be done by someone who has good knowledge of the scripts and the
languages and has the historical knowledge to place them in their proper
historical context. New scratches also interfere with reading. A variety of
dating methods and miscalculations of astronomical data hamper an accurate
chronology. The absence of prasastislike those of the Cola-Pandya Kings
hinders tracing political history and fixing the chronology and order of
succession in the history of Kerala. Lack of royal grants impedes the
understanding of the political history of the dynasties that existed in Kerala.
Mistakes committed by the scribes and engravers of inscriptions often lead
to difficultiesin reading inscriptions.

Inscriptions are often not in place that are convenient for us. In most
cases, inscriptions are found not in the easily reached places, some of them
have gathered most or found on the upper part of the walls of the pillars.
Absence of sunlight in the Sanctum sanctorum or the inner rooms of the
worshipping centres are also creating some difficulties in their deciphering.
It may also be mouldy. Scratches and letter fading are common.* The
scribbles are deciphered using inscriptions issued in neighbouring countries
belonging tothat period and other available evidences. Today, modern
facilities and digital cameras all help us to solve many problems.*® The
pioneers of epigraphy in Kerala started to read inscriptions at a time when
none of these facilities existed. With all these limitations, the epigraphists
read the available inscriptions and used them to reconstruct Kerala history.
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The significant political movements inKerala which owed their origin
to the interplay of local forces and in the process acquiredthe character of
purely local agitations with their focus on issues of local important. The
specialty of Kerala culture was composite culture, that developed itself by
through the centuries and invested its people with an outlook noted for its
catholicity and tolerance offers a partial explanation for this phenomenon.
The Sanskrit culture and tradition ruled here centuries. So itsmay led to
prevent the low class movement like Dravidian movement of Tamilnadu
here. The popular agitations aimed at achieving basic political and social
objectives have had a decisive role in shaping the socio-political landscape
of modern Kerala. Itshould not be assumed that such agitations were a
phenomenon peculiar to the modernage in its history. Laterally Kerala
experienced an intellectual revolution or renaissance which changed the
outlook of the people. In spite of caste and religion, the economic issue
leads the social order. The political movement in Kerala also is a part of
socio- reform movement.

Kurumbranad is the southern taluk of north Malabar and formed
with chirakkal, Kottayam and the Old Tellicherry. The sandy strip of coconut
land along the coast is boader, and for a few miles inland the countryis less
hilly and broken.Kurumbranad was bordered by Akalapuzha in the east,
Nairanithod in north, Arabian Sea in west, and Korapuzha in the south!.
The specialty of this place was that there were many agricultural labors and
tenants. Famous for its trade, the place attracted attention with arrival of
Vasco da Gama.?

Caste mobilization and Political movement

A major function of the caste system was to sort people into categories
of wealth and status in a highly unequal way and then to provide social and
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religious justification for that inequality. Untouchables lived in extreme
poverty in outlying colonies. They had no political rights and were considered
disgusting and immoral in their behavior by the higher castes. Here started
many social mobilizations against caste system, before the coming of national
movement3. Caste reformers also fought for the rights of lower-caste people
to dress as they pleased and to walk the roads without harassment by
higher-caste persons. The nationalist and class movement that followed in
Kerala were thus an extension of the initial struggle against primordial ties
like cast. While anti caste movement had taken up radical and secular stances
on vital issues like civic right and casteist oppression, they had, in the end,
also led to communalism of political space thanks to the maneuverings of
their elitist leadership*. The radical changes occurred in the social life of
Malabar because of the structural changes of economy of that time, more
fundamentally a transition from caste base society to a class based society.

The social condition of Kurumbranad was very deplorable during the
period of MoyarathSankaran. In his autobiography, he describes his uncle’s
inquired about the caste of the person who accompanied him in a public
function. The success of conferences during this period was reckoned by
the number of Hindus who joined the congress®. To show spread the national
movement in grass root level, that is, the character Ramer mentioned by
writer U K Kumaran in his novel ThakshankuunuSwaroopam is an illiterate
freedom fighter belonging to a backward community. He got social status,
while many higher class people recognize and respect him as a freedom
fighter. People of the region seen him as counterpart of Gandhiji.®

Mitavadi, the Bible of thiyya was against national movement, The
high class section of Thiyya community were not interested in being a part
of civil disobedience movement, some government officials and lawyers,
who were close contact with British like Butlers, took pro- British Stance.
But latterly the Thiyyas showed their attitude towards national movement
by the request of congress leader P Achuthan. And as well as it is the
incapability of Congress to brought them under, because of majority of
Thiyya caste were, small farmers, tenants and agricultural labours. Congress
never took any program to make them as a part of national movement.”
However they voluntarily understand the ideology of nationalism and made
part of it. Then the 45% of arrested volunteer of congress were belonging
to this community.®

Some Muslims also stayed away from civil disobedience movement,
The reason for this kind of backsliding of the Muslims is the mishaps they
experienced as a part of the riots of 1921, as well as the special law made
by government also kept away them from this. Only a minority known as
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national Muslim were part of the movement.®

Role of National movement in Education

As the movement spread, literacy became a major component in
the strategy of awakening worker and low-caste consciousness. The spread
of Western education helped to bring about a radical social change. The
emergences of educated middle class bring radical changes in the socio
cultural system of Kerala and they were bound to create tension with
traditional social and caste structure. By the Madras government report of
1920- 23 the elementary education could be provided free. To create District
Educational Councils for direct control elementary education. It shows that
governmentthe ensure to provide free education to all.t°

DevadarPunarudharanaSangham founded by V K Nayanar gave free
education for all poor people. And he made an imaginary village, made all
facilities in it. The political leaders impart literacy program along with their
activity!. They thought that to make the people illiterate, thus they can
convey their ideology as well as the existing situation to the people. In
Kurumbranad region many Kudipallikkodam which provide education for
lower caste, Ezhuthupalli for village head man military retainers, apart from
this they also got learning like martial arts wrestling etc. and government
sponsored educational institutions were established as well the Evangelical
Missionaries made a vital role in education of Malabar.

The Impact of Political Movement in AgrarianRelation

The relations between the landlord and tenant and led to serious
disturbances which marred the peace of the district. Malabar had highest
percentage of tenancy, the most complex land system and the worst form
of landlordism. There were two stages in tenancy movement in Malabar —
one from 1910 to1930s led by upper strata tenants (kanakkuiyan) and the
second from the 1930s with the emergence of lower-class tenants
(verumpattakar)'?. The formation of Malabar kudiyansangham(Malabar
Tenants Association) hardly tried to mobilize non occupancy peasants. It
was formed by M P Narayana Menon. The Home rule, Congress, and Khilafat
committees all merged with one another and were made use of by middle
class.t

The case of Kurumbrnad the number of peasants were less than
tenants. ‘Manusham’, a system of land tax existed in here, another law
system were existed here for the tenants that’s called ‘Melcharth’,which
means the omission of tenant from the land.'*The rich peasants this region
named KattilpurayilChathan, NuchikadanveetilChanthukutty, were lost all
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their wealth by the exploitation of Government and Janmi. Later number of
such peasants deprived their wealth. Janmi system always made pro —
British attitude. The social awareness about the national movement led to
the rise of women voice. The voice of people like MundangadanKalyani
roused the tenants from their subjugation®®. In 1923, eighty years old
Moolayilkorumban, a tenant head , led a journey from Vdakara to Madras.By
the influence of Malabar kudiyansangham, leaders like Moyarathsankaran
stood against this. And as well as a series of petition submitted by the
leaders and their active work lead to the introduction of Malabar Tenancy
Act of 1929. Which prevented omission of tenants from their land.

In generally we can analyze the nature of the political movement
emerged in India last decade of 19% century but this development unnoticed
in Kerala. But some conferences held at Kozhikode under auspicious of
Congress in1904 and 1908. Beyond this there was no political activity worth
in Malabar®. The economic crisis caused by the First World War mostly
affected the peasants of the region. This had resulted to the emergence of
leaders from all walks of life regardless social status. National consciousness
and social consciousness were confined only the upper strata of the society*”.
As mentioned in O.ChanthuMenon’sIndulekha, ‘all discussions were confined
to the material level of elite class.’

The land was led to the idea of nationalism by the initiation of the
Home Rule movement; K P KesavaMenon led activity here. The activity
spread to more areas and more people started working as a part of it. With
that, the growth of the national movement started to go dawn like a sieve.
As a result of this the activity of congress began to reach wider scale, the
growing tenant movement also gave more strength for it.!® And congress
needs a new program of action which tried to involve the peasant and the
workers, so they believed that, to spread the national movement in grass
root level. For this purpose a volunteer camp conducted in Kozhikode and
gave training to peoples the leaders like MoyarathSankaran,
Gopalakrishnakuruppu, Gopalannair, T V Chathukuttynair attend from
Kurumbranad area. Their last sessions were the propagation of Congress
agenda to the people and make them as a part of it. Even they worked the
interior regions and made amsamcommittees (village committees).*

Many leaders of Kurumbranadu participated in picketing as a part of
the non-cooperation movement. The picketing was decided under the
leadership of Kunjali Haji, taluk committee president. According to this,
MoyarathSankaran, PerachanVaidyar, and Kanaran Master were conducted
picketing®. After much difficulty it gained public acceptance and all kinds of
people in the society became a part of it. Here we see that national movement
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is coming to a social awareness. During this period khader and Gandhi cap
were portrayed as the identity of cultureless by elite class. The leaders of
1920’s were generally known as the name of Khilaphate. Because most of
the Muslim were involved in Khilaphate movement, but Hindus were worked
and preached against British government

Certain international changes occurred in world politics; this made
developments in Indian national congress. The rise of Soviot Union and
their attitude towards socialism made changes in congress. Their attitude
towards socialism made an ideological break among the younger members
of Indian national congress?'. While this they realized the potential of
individual terrorism and strength of mass based movement. On this context
Gandhiji call for Civil Disobedience movement bring Malabar of the national
level. A group emerged in congress with socialist attitude actively worked
in that period, P R Nambiar was an active worker of it. Kanaran locally
called him as Kanarettan gave training for youth. The period of second
world war attracted the youth in to the national movement, because they
opposed British supremacy, unemployments, break dawn of public
distribution, and spread of epidemic like cholera.??

In 1930s, a drastic social change occurred in Malabar and its other
parts. The Lahore declaration of 1929 and PurnaSwaraj brought about
changes in lowest rungs of society?3. During this period the importance of
Khadi cloth and the serious awakening that rose among the people spread
throughout the country.?* Although the salt satyagraha in Kurumbranad
was led by people belonging to the nair community, its participants were
multi-caste. More and more people from every region came to participate
the jathas that coincided with the salt satyagraha and spread their
enthusiasm.Skthimandiram an organization formed in Thikkodi near
Koyilandy to build volunteers for helping Salt Satyagrahis®. Picketing was
another program got wide spread popularity among the rural people.
Students, merchants, teachers, and lawyers also participated and gave
supports to the leaders®. It was continuing program of INC, as well as
social activity also, so the women, children and youth were stood for this

After 1934 many changes took place in Malabar, the agricultural
labours of the land made association. It made a strong base for the further
political activity. Later a strong political gathering took place in Kurumbranad
during the time of Quit India movement. There witnessed number of
agitation and hartals, then it moved to another nature like destruction
activities.?” It was a mass movement while compare with other two. This
period congress go through a critical condition, it became weaker by the
formation of congress socialist party.?® The procession organized in that
period were urban centered, the villagers used the method to participate in
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it by made Jatha or came individually. In that period witnessed a strong
protest from students, they boycotted the educational institution and made
part of national movement.

The period of Quit India saw a clean struggle in outside and a
mysterious subversive activity in inside. Most of the sabotage activities
took place in hinterland. Congress focused its activities in villages taking
place, however Quit India not gain much popularity in Malabar that of north
India.? The main reason of it was the people’s war policy of Communist
party, because it had strong influences among agricultural labourers and
peasants®®. The agitation related to Quit India in Malabar took place as
small protests, the reason of that was the ban of congress and its activity
depletion.

In short, the national movement that took place in Malabar and
Kurumbranad, which was not a circumcision of a society at that time. As
usualthe real leadership of the struggle was wasted by elite class as well as
the middle class people of the society, but we can see some leaders also
came from the lower section of the society. The social changes took place
in KurumranadTaluk was quiet deferent than other region of Malabar, because
as a part of national movement many training institutions to give training to
the common people to make them for became part of national movement.
Here there is no any discrimination among the people who got such training.
Likewise many incidents like Kizhariyur Bomb case got attention to national
level. By these activities people of the region realize the need independence
and give their support to the local leaders. The important contribution of
Kurumranad to the national movement was the eminent leaders like K
Kelappan and MoyarathSankaranetc. Thus we can generally analyze the
role of national movement in KurumbranadTaluk showed its role in every
aspect of the society.
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